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of Chriſtians, may be {aid to be aſleep; 
y | that particular Way of Life, 
which takes up each Man's Mind, Thoughts, 
and Affections, may very well be called his 
= particular Dream. This Degree of Vanity is 
{ equally viſible in every Form and Order of 
Life. The Learned and the I norant,, the 
Rich and the Poor, are all in the ſame [State 
of Slumber; only paſſing away a ſhort Liſe in 
a different Kind of Dream. But Why ſo? 1 
It is becauſe Man has an Eternity within him 1 
zs born into this World, not for the Sake f 3 
living here, not for any Thing this World can 
1 give him, but only to have Time and Place, 
WH to become either an eternal Partaker of a di- 
| vine Life with Go p, or to have an helliſh Eter- 


nity amongſt fallen Angels: And therefore, PF. 
_ every Man who has not t his Eye, bis Heart, „ 
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5 e his Hands, een * by this 
twofold Eternity, may be juſtly ſaid to be faſt 


age to have no awakened Senſibility of 


Himſelf. And a Life devoted to the Intereſts, 


and En; oyments of this World, ſpent and 
waſted in the Slavery of earthly Deſires, may 

be truly called a Dream, as having all the 
Shortneſs, Vanity, and Deluſion of a Dream ; 


only with this great Difference, that when a 
Dream is over, nothing is loſt but Fictions 


and Fancies ; but when the Dream of Life is 
ended only by Death, all that Eternity is loſt, 


which we were brought into Being. Now 


there is no Miſery in this World, nothing that 


makes either the Life or Death of Man to be 


full of Calamity, but this Blindneſs and Inſen- 


ſibility of his State, into which he ſo willingly, 


nay obſtinately plunges himſelf. Every Thing 


that has the Nature of Evil and Diſtreſs in 


takes its Riſe from hence. Do but ſuppoſe a 


Man to know himſelf; that he comes into 


this World on no other Errand, but to riſe out 


of the Vanity of Time into the Riches of Eter- 
nity; do but ſuppoſe him to govern his inward 


Thoughts and outward Actions by this View ; 


of - himſelf, and then to him every Day has 


loſt all its Evil; Profperity and Adverſity have 


no Difference, becauſe he receives and uſes 


them both in the ſame Spirit; Life and Death 


are 


ay 


afe equally welcome, becauſe equally Parts or 
his Way to Eternity. For poor and miſerable 
as this Life is, we have all of us free Acceſs to 
all that is Great, and Good, and Happy; and” 
carry within ourſelves a Key to all the Trea- 
© = ſures that Heaven has to beſtow upon us. 
= Me ſtarve in the midſt of Plenty, groan under 
f Infirmities, with the Remedy in our own 
; E Hands; live and die, without knowing -and 
feeling any Thing of the One, only Good, whilſt 
we have it in our Power to know and enjoy it 
in as great a Reality, as we know and feel 
the Power of this World over us: For Heaven 
is as near to our Souls, as this World is to our 
Bodies; and we are created, we are redeemed, 
to have our Converſation in it. Gop, the only 
Good of all intelligent Natures, 1s not an ab- 
ſent or diſtant God, but is more preſent i in and 
zo our Souls, than our own Bodies; and we are 
Strangers to Heaven, and without Gop in the 
World, for this only Reaſon, becauſe we are 
void of that Spirit of Prayer, which alone can, 
and never fails to unite us with the One, only. 
Good, and to open Heaven and the Kingdom 
of Gop within us. A Root ſet in the fineſt 
Soil, in the beſt Climate, and bleſſed with all 
that Sun, and Air, and Rain can do for it, is 
not in ſo ſure a Way of its Growth to Perfec- 
1 tion, as _ Man may be, whoſe Spirit aſpires 
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after all that, which Gori is 2 and n 
deſirous to give him. For the Sun meets not 
the ſpringing Bud that ſtretches towards him, 
with half that Certainty, as G o p, the Source 
of all Good, communicates himſelf to the Soul 5 
that longs to partake of Him, 
_. Weareall of us, by Birth, the Offspring of 
| Go, more nearly related to him, than we 
are to one another; for in him we live, and 
node, and have our Being. The firſt Man that 
Was brought forth from Gop, had the Breath 
and Spirit of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
breathed into him, and ſo he became a living 
Soul. Thus was our firſt Father born of Gop, 
deſcended from Him, and ſtood in Paradiſe in | 
the Image and Likeneſs of Gon, He was 
the Image and Likeneſs of Gov, not with any 
Regard to his outward Shape or Form, for no 
Shape has any Likeneſs to Gop; but he was 
in the Image and Likeneſs of Gon, becauſe 
the Holy Trinity had breathed their own Na- 
ture and Spirit into him. And as the Deity, : 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are always in 
Heaven, and make Heaven to be every where ; 
ſo this Spirit, breathed by them into Man, 
brought Heaven into Man along with it; and 
fo Man \ was in Heaven, as well as on Earth, 
that is, in Paradiſe, which ſigniſies an beaxealy \ 
State, or Birth of Life, rs 


Adam \ | 
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1 had al that Divine Nature, both as : 
t an heavenly Spirit, and heavenly Boch, 
which the Angels have: But as he was brought 


forth to be a Lord, and Ruler of a new World, 
created out of the Chaos, or Ruins of the King- 
dom of fallen Angels, ſo it was neceſſary that 
be ſhould alſo have the Nature of this new 
created World in himſelf, both as to its Spirit 
and Materiality. Hence it was, that he had 


a Body taken from this new created Earth, 


not ſuch dead Earth as we now make Bricks 
of, but the Si, Earth of Paradiſe, that had 
the Powers of Heaven in it, out of which the 
Tree of Life itſelf could grow. Into the Noſ- 
_ trils of this outward Body, was the Breath or 
Spirit of this World breathed ; and in this 
Spirit and Body of this World, did the in ward 
celeſtial Spirit and Body of Adam dwell: It 


was the Medium or Means through which he 


3 was to have Commerce with this Werd be- 
come viſible to its Creatures, and rule over it 


and them: Thus ſtood our firſt Father; an 


Angel both as to Body and Spirit (as he will 
be again after the Reſurrection) yet dwelling 
nin a Body and Spirit taken from this new cre- 
ated World; which however was as inferior 

to him, as ſubject to him, as the Earth and all 
its Creatures were. It was no more alive in 


him, no more brought forth its Nature within =, 


5 0 


him, than Satan and the Serpent were alive in 
him at his firſt Creation. And herein lay the 


Ground of Adam's Ignorance of Good and Evil; 
it was becauſe his outward Body, and the out- 
ward World, (in which alone was Good and 


Evil) could not diſcover their own Nature, or 
open their own Life within him, but were 
kept unactive by the Power and Life of the ce- 
leſtial Man within it. And this was Man's 
firſt and great Trial; a Trial, not impoſed up- 


on him by the mere Will of Go p, or by way | 
of Experiment; but a Trial neceſſarily implied 


in the Nature of his State: He was created an 


Angel, both as to Body and Spirit; and this 
Angel ſtood in an outward Body, of the Na- 


ture of the outward World; and therefore, by 


the Nature of his State, he had his Trial, or 


Power of chooſing, whether he would live as 
an Angel, uſing only his outward Body as a 


 Meansof opening the Wonders of the outward 
World to the Glory of his Creator; or whether 


he would turn his Deſire to the opening of the 
beſtial Life of the outward World in himſelf, 


for the Sake of knowing the Good and Evil that 


was in it. The Fact is certain, that he luſted 
after the Knowledge of this Good and Evil, 
and made uſe of the Means to obtain it. No 
ſooner had he got this Knowledge, by the 


- opening the beſtial Life and Senſibility within 


(9) 


him, but in that Day, nay, in that Inſtant; be 
died; that is, his heavenly Spirit, with its hea- 


venly Body, were both extinguiſhed in him; 
but his Soul, an immortal Fire that could not 


die, became a poor Slave in a Priſon of beſtial 


Neceflity of our Redemption; it is to redeem ' 


the firſt Angelick Nature that departed from 


Adam; it is to make that heavenly Spirit and 


Body which Adam loſt, to be alive again in 


all the human Nature; and this is called Re- 
generation: See alſo the true Reaſon why only 


the Son, or Eternal Word of G op, could be 
our Redeemer; it is becauſe He alone, by 


whom all Things were at firſt made, could 
be able to bring to Life again that celeſtial _ 


Spirit and Body which had departed from 


Adam: See alſo why our bleſſed Redeem- 


er ſaid, Except a Man be born again, of Water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven. He muſt be born again of the 
Sprrit, becauſe Adam's firſt heavenly Spirit 


was loſt: He muſt be born again of Vater, 


becauſe that heavenly Body which Adam loſt, 


was formed out of the heavenly Materiality, 


Which is called Vater. Thus in the Revela- 


tion of St Jobn, the heavenly Materiality, out 


of which the Bodies of the Angels, and alſo 
of Adam, were formed, is called a glaſſy Sea 
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gr being, the dw and trueſt Repreſentation: 

of it that can be made to our Minds. The 
| Neceſſity of our regaining our firft heavenly 
Body, is the Neceſlity of our eating the Body 
and Blood of CHRIST. The Neceſſity of hav- 
ing again our firſt heavenly Spirit, is declared, 
by the Neceſſity of our being baptized by the 
Holy Ghoſt. Our Fall is nothing elſe, but 
the falling of our Soul from this celeſtial Body 
and Spirit, into a beftial Body and Spirit of 
this World. Our rifing out of our fallen State, 
or Redemption, is nothing elſe but the regain- 
| ing our firſt angelick Spirit and Body, which 
in Scripture is called our inward, or new Man, 
created again in Chriſt Jeſus. See here, laſtly, 
the true Ground of all the Mortifications of 
| Fleſh and Blood, required in the Goſpel; it is 
becauſe this be/tzal Life of this outward World 
ſhould not have been opened in Man; it is his 
Separation from Gop, and Death to the King- 
dom of Heaven; and therefore, all its Vor-. 
ings, Appetites, and Defires, are to be reſtrain- 
ed and kept under, that the firſt heavenly Life, 

to which Adam died, may have Room to riſe 
up in us. 

But to return. Wb Was hüt an 
Angel at his firſt Creation, dwelling in an out- 
ward Body and outward World, incapable of 
receiving any Impreſſions from them, and able 

" IN -- | Fea 


(* 


to ds them at his Pleaſure; that all . ; 


Nature was a State of Life below him, in Sub- 


jection to him; that neither Sun, nor Stars, nor 


Fire, nor Water, nor Earth, nor Stones, could + 


act upon him, or hurt him, is undeniably 
plain Eos hence; becauſe his firſt and great - 
Sin, which coſt him his angelical Life, and 


| took from him his Crown of Glory, conſiſted | 


in this, That he luſted to know, and took the 
Means of knowing, what Good and Evil is in 
the beſtial Life of this World: For this plainly 

demonſtrates, that before his Sin, whilſt he 


: . ſtood in the firſt State of his Creation, that he 


was an Angel in Nature and Power, that nei- 
ther his own outward Body, nor any Part of 
outward Nature, had any Power in him or 
upon him; for had his own outward Body, ot 


any Element of outward Nature, had any 


Power to act upon him, to make any Inipreſ- 
ſions, or raiſe any Senſations in him, he could 
not have been ignorant of Good and Evil in 
this World. Therefore, ſeeing that his eating 
of the forbidden Tree, was that alone which 

opened this Knowledge in him, it is a Demon- 

ſtration, that in his firſt State he was in this 
World as an Angel, that was put into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of it only to rule as a ſuperior Being 
cover it; that he was to have no Share of its Life 

and 1 no Ten of Good or Evil from 
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it; j but to act in it as an e Artiſt, that 
had Power and Skill to open the Wonders of 
God in every Power of outward Nature. An 
Angel, we read, uſed at a certain Time to 
come down into a Pool at Jeruſalem, the Wa- 
ter ſtirred by the Angel gave forth its Virtues, 
but the Angel felt no Impreſſions of Weight, 
or cold from the Water. This is an Image 
of Adam's firſt Freedom from, and Power over 
all outward Nature. He could, wherever he 
went, do as this Angel did, make every Ele- 
ment, and elementary Thin g, diſcover al the 
Riches of God, that were hidden in it, with- 
out feeling any Impreſſions of any kind from 
it. This was to have b&n the Work both 
of Adam and his Offspring, to make all the 
Creation ſhew forth the Glory of Go p, to 
ſpread Paradiſe over all the Earth, till the 
Time came, that all the Good in this World 
was to be called back to its firſt State, and all 
the Evil in every Part, left to be poſſeſſed by 
the Devil and his Angels. But ſince He fell 
from this firſt State into an Animal of this 
World, his Work is changed, and He muſt. 
now labour with Sweat to zill the curſed 
Earth, both for Himſelf and the Beaſts _ 
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Let us now 8 ſome plain and impor- 


: tant Truths that follow from what has been 
ſaid above. | e 


1 Bf, Ie; is plain that the Sin and Fall of Adam 
did not conſiſt in this, vig. that He had only 

: committed 4 fingle Act of Diſobedience, and 
fo might have been juſt as He was before, if 
| God had pleaſed to overlook this fngle A# 
of Diſobedience, and not to have brought a 

| Curſe upon Him and his Poſterity for it, 
Nothing of this is the Truth of the Matter, 
either on the Part of God, or on the Part of 


| Ou Second} , It is plain alſo, that the mme ö 
6 of Gop, not to luſt after, and eat of the for- 
bidden Tree, was not an arbitrary Command 

of Gop, given at Pleaſure, or as a mere Trial 

of Man's Obedience; but was a moſt kind 

and loving Information given by the Go p of 

Love to his new born Offspring, concerning 

the State He was in, with Regard to the out- 

ward World: Warning Him to withdraw 

all Deſire of entring into a Senſibility of its 

y | Good and Evil; becauſe ſuch Senſibility could 

not be had, without his immediate dying to 
that divine and heavenly Life, which He then 
enjoy d. Eat not, ſays the God of Love, of _ 
2 5 the 
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in the Day thou ye I thou "OT Jorey 
die. 


As if it had been faid; © I kite „ 
* Thee into this Paradiſe, with ſuch a Nature 
as the Angels have in Heaven. By the 


© Order and Dignity of thy Creation, every 
* pn that lives and moves in this World, 


is made ſubject to Thee, as to their Ruler. ; 
© I have made Thee in thy outward Body of 
* this World, to be for a Time a little lower 


* than the Angels, till Thou haſt brought 


forth a numerous Offspring, fit for that 
| © Kingdom which They have loſt, The 


© World around T hee, and the Life which is 


© newly awaken'd in it, is much lower than 


Thou art; of a Nature quite inferior to 
« thine. It is a groſs, corruptible State of 
©. Things, that cannot ſtand long before me ; 


but muſt for a while bear the Marks of 


© thoſe Creatures, which firſt made Evil to 


© be known in the Creation. The Angels, 


that firſt inhabited this Region, where Thou 
© art to bring forth a new Order of Beings, 
* were great and powerful Spirits, highly en- 
* dow'd with the Riches and Powers of their 


© Creator, Whilſt they ſtood (as the Order 


"<p Creation requires) in Meekneſs and Re- 
. fignation, under their Creator, nothing was 


the Per ey Knnoledge of Good and Evil, for 
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© japoſſible to them; there was no End of 
their glorious Powers throughout their meſhes 
© Kingdom. Perpetual Scenes of Light, and 
= Glory, and Beauty, were riſing and ee : 
ing through all the Heighth and Depth of 
their g/affy Sea, merely at their Will and 
© Pleaſure. But finding what Wonders of 
Light and Glory they could perpetually 
bring forth; how all the Powers of Eterni- 
ty, treafured up in their glaſſy Sea, unfold- 
© ed themſelves, and broke forth in raviſhing 
* Forms of Wonder and Delight, merely in 
Obedience to their Call; they began to ad- 
mire and even adore themſelves, and to fan- 
© fy, that there was ſome Infinity of Power 
; hidden in themſelves; which they ſuppoſed 
was kept under, and ſuppreſſed, by that, 
Meekneſs, and Subjection to God, under 
© which they acted. Fired and intoxicated * 
with this proud Imagination, they boldly _ 
© reſolved, with all their eternal Energy and 
c Strength, to take their Kingdom, with all 
 * its Glories, to themſelves; by eternally ab- 
juring all Meekneſs and Submiſſion to God. 
Noi ſooner did their eternal, potent Deſires, 
fly in this Direction of a Revolt from God, 
but in the Swiſtneſs of a Thought, Heaven 
was loſt; and they found themſelves dark 
11 Spirits, 2 of all their Lager and Glory, 
. Inſtead 
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© Inſtead of Riſing up above God, (as they 
© hoped). by breaking off from Him, 4x5 


was no End of their eternal Sinking into 
© new Depths of Slavery, under their on 
* ſelf-tormenting Natures. As a Wheel go- 
ing downa Mountain, that has no Bottom, 
© muſt continually keep on its Turning, fo, 
* are they whirl'd down by the Impetuo- 
© fity of their own wrong-turn'd Wills, in a 
* continual Deſcent from the Fountain of all 
Glory, into the bottomleſs Depths of their 
© own dark, fiery, working Powers. In no 
Hell, but what their own natural Strength 
© had awaken' d; bound in no Chains, but 
« their own unbending, harden'd Spirits; 
made ſuch, by their renouncing, with all 
© their eternal Strength, all Meekneſs, and 
* Subjection to God. In that Moment, the 


© beautiful Materiality of their Kingdom, 


© their g/afy Sea in which they dwelt, was, 
© by the wrathful rebellious Workings of theſe 
© apoſtate Spirits, broke all into Pieces; and 
became a black Lake, a horrible Chaos of 
Fire and Wrath, Thickneſs and Darkneſs, 
* a Heighth and Depth of the confuſed, di- 
© vided, fighting Properties of Nature. My: 
creating Fiat ſtopp'd the Workings of theſe: 
© rebellious Spirits, by dividing the Ruins of 


5 the waſted Kingdom, into an Earth, a 
: Sun, 
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2 Hi Stars; and 
© not this Revolt of Angels — forth thc 


_ © diſordered Chaos, no ſuch Materiality as this 
© oubward World is made of, had ever been 
known. Groſs compacted Earth, Stones, 
Rocks, wrathful Fire here, dead Water 
© there, fighting Elements, with all their groſs 
2D Vegetables and Animals, are Things not 
© known in Eternity, and will be only ſeen 
in Time, till the great Deſigns are finiſhed, 
for which Thou art brought forth in Para- 
diſe. And then, as a Fire awaken'd by the 
Rebel Creature, began all the Diſorders of 


6 Nature, and turned that glaſſy Sea into a 


© Chaos, ſo a laſt Fire, kindled at my Word, 
© ſhall thoroughly. purge the Floor of this 
© World. In thoſe - purifying Flames, the 
© Sun, the Stars, the Air, the Earth and Wa- 
| © ter, ſhall part with all their Droſs, Dead- 
_ © neſs, and Diviſion, and all become again | 
© that firſt, heavenly Materiality, a gal Sea 
e everlaſting Light and Glory, in which 
© Thou and thy Offipring ſhall ſing Hallelu- 
* jalys to all Eternity. Look not therefore, 
© thou Child of Paradiſe, thou Son of Eterni- 
© ty, look not with a longing Eye | after any 


Thing in this outward World. There are 


the Remains of the fallen Angels! in it; Thou 


4 haſt RY to do in it, but as a Ruler 
| -M | „ 
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» - * 
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> oy 
over it. It ſtands before Thee, às a MyC- 
< tery;- big with, Wonders; and Thou; whilſt 
an Angel in Paradiſe, haſt. Power to open 
© and diſplay: them all. It ſtands : ot in thy 
Sphere of Exiſtence; it is, as it were, but 
a Picture, and tranſitory Figure of Things; 
< for all that is not Eternal, is but as an Image 
Nein f;; Glaſs, that ſeems to have a Reality, : 
32 which! it. bath not. The Life which ſprings 
up in this Figure of a World, in ſuch an 
infinite Variety of Kinds and Degrees, is but 
as a Shadow; it is a Life of ſuch Days and 
© Years, as in Eternity have no Diſtinction 
& from a Moment. - It is a Life of ſuch Ani- 
© mals and, Inſects; as are without any divine 
© Senſe, Capacity, or Feeling. Their Natures 
: have nothing in them, but what I command- 
5 ed this new modell d Chaos, this Order of 
Stars and fighting Elements, to bring forth. 
Nowy Adam, obſerve, I will open to 
c Thee a great 'Myſtery. The heavenly Ma- 
< teriality of the Angels Kingdom' before their 
Revolt, was a ig/af[y Sea, a Mirror of beau- 
© teous Forms, Figures, Virtues, Powers, Co- 
© lours, and Sounds, which were perpetually 
© ſpringing up, appearing and changing in an 
< infinite Variety, to the Manifeſtation of the 
0 Wonders of the divine Nature, and to the 
7 Jer of all the n * This 
n hheavenly 
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o lovely Wen had its Fruits and 
©. Vegetables, much more Teal than any that 
© grow in Time, -but as different from the 
© Groflheſs' of the Fruits of this World, as 
© the heavenly Body of an Angel is different 

© from the Body of the groſſeſt Beaft upon 
Earth. In this angelical Kingdom, the one 
bn Element (which is now'in four Parts) was 
then a fruitful Mother of Wonders, con- 
F 1 bringing forth new Forms and Fi- 
= gures of Life ; not Animals, Beaſts; or In- 

_ © ſets, but beautiful Figures, and idea Forms 
£ of the endlefs Diviſibility, and Degrees of 
* Life, which only broke forth as delightful 
* Wonders of he. Depth of the Riches of 


* 


— 05 Aigelo with Songs of Fr to the infi- 
| © nite-Source of Life. And hence, O Adam, 
s that endleſs infinite Variety both of the 
V animal and vegetable Life in this periſhable | 
World. For no Fruits or Vegetables could 
* have ſprung up in the divided Elements, 
* but becauſe they are the divided Parts of 
that one heavenly Materiality, or glaſſy Sea, 
in which angelical Fruits had formerly 
* grown forth, No animal Life could fave 
© aroſe from Stars, Air, and Water, but b 
© cauſe they are all of them the groſs Remains 
of that one Element, in which the HFgures 
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and Images of Life. had once riſen up in 
ſuch an infinite Variety of Degrees and 
Kinds, Hence it was, that when my 
creating Frat ſpoke to theſe, new. ranged 
Stars, and Elements, and bid Life awaken 
in them all according to its Kind, they all 
obey'd my Word, and every Property of 
Nature ſtrove to being forth, after the Kind 


and Manner as it had done in the Region of 


Eternity. This, my Son, is the Source and 
Original of all that infinite Variety, and De- 
grees of Life, both of Animals and Vegeta- 


bles, in this World. It is becauſe all out- 


ward Nature, being fallen from Heaven, 


muſt yet, as well as it can, do and work, 


as it had done in Heaven. 


© In Heaven, all Births and. Cette: all 
Figures and ſpiritual Forms of Life, though 
infinite in Variety, are yet all of a heavenly 


Kind; and only ſo many Manifeſtations. of 
the Goodneſs, Wiſdom, Beauty, and Riches 
of the Divine Nature. But in this new 


modell'd Chaos, where the Diſorders that 


* were raiſed by Lucifer are not wholly  re- 


moved, but Evil and Good muſt ſtand in 
Strife, till the laſt purifying Fire, here eve- 


« y Kind and Degree of Life, like the World 


from whence it ſprings, is a Mixture ” 
Good and Evil in its Birth. 205 


Therefore, my SM; be content with thy 
5 angelical 


. 
e angelical Nature, be content, as an Angel in 
Päaradiſe, to eat Angels Food, and to rule 
© oyer this mixed, imperfect, and periſhing 


World, without partaking of its corruptible, 


© impure, and periſhing Nature. Luſt not 
© to know how the Animals feel the Evil and 


Good which this Life affords them; for. if 


Thou couldſt feel what they feel, Thou 
© muſt be as they are; Thou canſt not have 


© their Senſibility, unleſs Thou haſt their Na- 
© ture: Thou canſt not at once be an Angel 
and an earthly Animal. If the beſtial Life 
is raiſed up in Thee, the ſame Inſtant the 


A A * 


Thee. Therefore turn away thy Luſt and 


heavenly Birth of thy Nature muſt die in 


Imagination from a Tree, that can only help 


Thee to the Knowledge of ſuch Good and 


© Evil, as belongs only to the Animals of this 


* outward World; for nothing but the beſtial 
Nature can receive Good or Evil from the 


Stars and Elements: they have no Power, 


© but over that Life which proceeds from 


* them. Eat therefore only the Food of Pa- 


* radiſe ; be content with Angels Bread; for 


if Thou eateſt of this Tree, it will unavoid- 


* ably awaken and open the beſtial Life 
* within Thee; and in that Moment, all that 


is heavenly muſh die, and ceaſe to haveany 


Power in Thee. And Thou muſt fall 'ints © © " 


| | 2 — for Life, under the divided, <a ; 
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. 22 70 
© ing Powers of Starsand Elements.  Stripp'd 
c if thy angelical Garment, that hid thy out- 


ward Body: under its Glory, Thou wilt be- 


© come more naked than any Beaſt upon Earth, 
© be forced to ſeek from Beaſts a Covering, to 


© hide Thee from the Sight of thine own 
Eyes. A ſhameful, featful, ſickly, wanting, 


* ſuffering, and diſtreſſed Heir of the fame 


855 ſpeedy Death in the Duſt of the Earth, as 


* the poor Beaſts, whom Thou wilt _ have 
F- made to be thy Feten 1 


This Paraphraſe L leave to che Reflection 


of the, Reader; and proceed to ſhew, © 


_ Thirdly, That the Miſery, Diſtreſs, and 
woful Condition, which Adam by his Tranſ⸗ 
greſſion brought upon Himſelf, and all his 
Poſterity, was not the Effect of any fevere, 
unllickive Wrath in Gop, calling for Juſtice 
to his offended. Sovereignty, and inflicting 

Pains and Puniſhments ſuitable to the . 
neſs of his juſt Indignation, and Anger at the 


diſobedient Creature. 


If Adam, contrary on the Will af fra 
and fon the fake of ſome new-fancied Know- 
ledge, had broke both his own Legs, and put 


out both his Eyes, could it with any Show 


of 'Fruth and Reaſon have been ſaid, That 
Gop, in the betity of his Wrath at fo 
„ at FT heinous 


pag py 2 ft 
chan ſuppoſed; that Gov. — Auer 1 
in this lame and blind Condition, came: arid 
ſpoke kindly to him, informing him of a S. 
cret of Love, which He had in Heaven, Wich 
He promiſed to ſend him immediately hy dus. 
higheſt Meſſenger of Love; aſſuring him, that 
by the Uſe: of this heayenly' Secret of divint 
Power, his Legs and Eyes ſhould, in ſome 
Courſe of Time, be infallibly reſtored to him, 
even in a better State than they were in at the 
firſt; muſt it not be ſtill more unreaſonable 
neſs and Blinaneſ upon a Mraib in Gow 
kindled againſt Adam? Nay, is it not clear, 
in the higheſt Degree, that in all this Matter; 
Adam had nothing from G 9.0, but the Oyer⸗ 135 
flowings of mere Love and Goodneſs; and 
that he had no Lameneſs and Blindneſs, hut 
from his own voluntary Acts upon himſelf. 
he ſimple, but clear Repreſentation of 
the Caſe, how Matters ſtood betwixt, G 
and our. firſt Father, when by his own. Act 
and Deed, he extinguiſhed that divine Life, 
in which Gon had created him. Adam had 
no more Hurt, no more Evil done to Hy 
at his Fall, than the very Nature of his our 
| Art on. brou ght along with it 0 himſelf. 
Th FL I He 
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He laſted to hate the Senfbility "a Good 
and Evil, which the Beaſts of this World 


He was told, that it could not be had 


Sichout the Loſs of his heavenly- Life; be- 


cauſe: ſuch Loſs was as neceſſarily implied in 


the Nature of the Thing itſelf, as Blindneſs is 
| . in the Extinction of Eyes. How⸗- 


he ventured to make the Trial, and 
cdi 10 eat of That, which could and did 
open this Senſibility of earthly Good and Evil 
in him. No ſooner was this Senſibility open- 
ed in him, but he found it to be a Subjection 
and Slavery to all outward Nature, to Heat 
and Cold, to Pains and Sickneſs, Horror of 


Mind, diſturbed Paſſions; Miſery, and Fears 


of Death. Which is in other Words only 


ſaying, that he found it to be an Extinction 


of that divine, angelical Nature, which till 
then, had kept him inſenſible, and incapable 
of any hurtful Impreſſions, from any or all 
the Powers of this World. Therefore, to 
charge his miſerable State, as a Puniſhment 


inflicted upon him by the ſevere Wrath of an 


incenſed Gov, is the fame Abſurdity, as in 


the former ſuppoſed Lameneſs and Blindneſs. 
| Becauſe the whole Nature of all that miſera- 


ble Change, both as to Body and Soul, which 
then came upon him, was neither more, nor 


leſs, n what was 9 implied! in that 
which 


* 


whichi chaſe to do to mimt, And there- 
fore had nothing of the Nature of a Puniſh- 
ment -inflifted from ' without ; but | was only 
that which his own Action had done in and 
to himſelf: Juſt as the Man that puts out his 
own Eyes, has only. that Darkneſs and Blind- 
neſs, which his own Action has n forth 
in himſelf. | i 
From this ſhort, yet E and true ee 
of this Matter, we are at once delivered from 
a Load of Difficulties that have been raiſed 
about the Fall of Man, and Original Sin. 
It has been a great Queſtion, How the Good- 
neſs of Go p, could puniſh ſo ſmall and fingle 
an Act of Diſobedience in Adam, with fo great 
a Puniſhment. Here the Sovere:gnty of Gop 
hath | \ appealed to, and hath ſet the Mat- 
ter or and from this Sovereignty, thus 
aſſerted, came forth the Syſtems of abſolute 
Election, and abſolute Reprobation. But for 
our Comfort it appears, that the Queſtion here 
put, concerns neither Go p, nor Man, that it 
relates not at all to the Matter, and has no 
Exiſtence, but in the Brains of | thoſe that 
formed it. For the Action in which Adant 8 
Sin conſiſted, was ſuch an Act, as in ig 
implied oll that miſerable Change that came 
upon him; and ſo was not a ſmall, or fingle 
Act of Diſobedience, nor had the leaſt Puniſh- 
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l 
ment, af any Kad, inflicted b 5 2 o upon 
it. All chat Gop did on this Tranſgreflion, x 
was mere Love, Compaſſion, and Relief ad- 


miniſtred to it. All the govereignty that 


Go p here ſhewed, was a Sovereignty of Love 
to the fallen Creature. So that all the Valumes 
on this Queſtion may be laid aſide, as quite 
beſide the Point. Another, and the greateſt; 

Queſtion of all, and which Piuinei uf all ſorts 
have been ever folving, and yet never have 
ſolved, is this; uu it can conft: with the 
Goodneſs of Go p, to impute the Sin of Adam 
70 all bis Pofterity 2 But here, to our | Com- 
fort again, it may be ſaid, that this Queſtion. 
is equally a vain Fiction with the other, and 
has nothing to do with the Procedure of Gn 


towards Mankind. For there is 79 Imputation' 


of the Sin of Adam to his Poſterity, and ſo no 
Foundation for a Diſpute upon it. How ab- 
ſurd would it be to ſay, that Gop imputes 


the Nature, or the Body and Soul of Adam 


to his Poſterity ? for have they not the Nature 
of Adam by a natural Birth from him, as b 


not by Imputation from Go p? Now this is 
all the Sin that Alan: s Poſterity have e 


him, they have only their Fleſh and Blood, 
their Body and Soul from him, by a Birth 
from him, and not imputed to them from 
Gop. Inſtead therefore of the former 3 


tion, 


9 27 J 
tion, which is. ne befide the Matter, * 
12 ſhould have been aſked thus, How it was con- 

| ſiſtent with the Goodneſs of Go p, that Adam 
| could not generate Children of a Nature and Kind 
quite ſuperior to himſelf ? This is the only 
' Queſtion that can be aſked with relation to 
Gov, and yet it is a Queſtion whoſe Ab- 


© facdity confites itſelf. For the only Reaſon 


why Sin is found in all the Sons of Adam, is 
| this, it is becauſe Adam of earthly Fleſh and 
Blood, cannot bring forth-a holy Angel out of 


himſelf, but muſt beget Children of the fame 


Nature and Condition with himſelf. And there- 
fore here again it may be truly ſaid, that all 
the laborious Volumes on Go p's imputing 

Adam's Sin to his Poſterity, ought to be con- 
fidered as waſte Paper. 


But farther, As it is thus evident fm ths 


Nature of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, that all his 


Miſery came from the Nature of his own Ac- 
tion, and that nothing was inflicted upon him, 
from a Wrath or Anger in Gop at him, ſo 
is it ſtill much more fo, from a Conſideration | 
of the Divine Nature. For it is a glorious 
and joyful Truth, (however ſuppreſſed in va- 
rious Syſtems of Divinity) that from Eternity 
to Eternity, no Spark of Wrath ever was, or 
ever will be in the holy tri-une Go p. If 
a Wrath of Gop was any where, it muſt be 

5 every 
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| every where, if it Wüst once, it muſt burn 
to all Eternity. For every thing that is in 
_ Gop himſelf, is boundleſs, incapable of any 
Increaſe or Diminution, without Beginning, 
and without End. It is as good Senſe, as 
conſiſtent with the Divine Nature, to ſay, 
that Go p, moved by a Wrath in and from 
Himſelf, began the Creation, as that a Wrath 
in Gop ever puniſhed any Part of it. Na- 
ture and Creature is the only Source from 
whence, and the Seat 1 in which, Wrath, Pain, 
and Vexation can dwell. Nor can they ever 
break. forth either in Nature, or Creature, 
but fo far as either this, or that, has loſt its 
State in God. This is as certain, as that Storms 
and Tempeſts, Thunder and Lightnings have 


no Exiſtence 1 in Heaven. Go D, conſidered i we 


Himſelf, is as infinitely ſeparate from all Poſ- 
ſibility of doing Hurt or willing Pain to any 
Creature, as He is from a Poſſibility of ſuf- 
fering Pain or Hurt from the Hand of a Man. 
And this, for this plain Reaſon, becauſe He 
is in himſelf, in his holy Trinity, nothing elſe 
but the boundleſs Abyſs of all that is Good, 
and Sweet and Amiable ; and therefore ſtands 
in the utmoſt Contrariety to every thing, that 
is not a Bleſſing; in an eternal Impoſſibility 
of willing and intending a Moment's Pain or 
Hurt to py Creature. For from this un- 

bounded 


: (29) 2 

wsd! gource of Goodneſs and Perfection, 
nothing but infinite Streams of Bleffing are 
2 flowing forth upon all Nature 
and Creature, in a more inceſſant Plenty, than 
Rays of Light ſtream from the Sun. And 
as the Sun has but one Nature, and can give 
forth nothing but the Bleflings of Light; fo 
the holy tri-une GOD has but one Nature 
and Intent towards all the Creation, which is, 
to pour forth the Riches and Sweetneſs of 
his divine Perfections, upon every Thing that 

is capable of them, and n to its We | 
pacity to receive them. 

Ihe Goodneſs of G op . forth ; into 
a Deſire to communicate Good, was the Cauſe 
and the Beginning of the Creation. Hence it 
follows, that to all Eternity, Gop can have. 
no Thought, or Intent towards the Creature, 
but to communicate Good ; becauſe He made 
the Creature for this ſole End, to receive Good. 
The firſt Motive towards the Creature is un- 
changeable ; it takes its Riſe from Go p's 
Defire to communicate Good, and it is an eter- 
nal Impoſſibility, that any Thing can ever 
come from Go, as his Vill and Purpoſe © 
towards the Creature, but that ſame Love and 
Goodneſs, which firſt created it, He muſt al- 
ways wi that to it, which He willed at the 
Creation of it. This is the amiable Natute 
| of 
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of Gov, He is the Good, the unchangtable, 
overflowing Fountain of Good, that ſends forth 
nothing but Good to all Eternity. He is the 
Love itſelf, the unmixed, unmeaſurable Love, 

doing nothing but from Love, giving nothing 

but Gifts of Love, to every Thing that He 
has made; requiring nothing of all his Crea- 
tures, but the-Spirit and Fruits of that Love, 
which brought them into Being. Oh how 
ſweet is this Contemplation of the Heighth 
and Depth of the Riches of Divine Love ! 

With what Attraction muſt it draw every © 

thoughtful Man, to return Love for Love to 
this overflowing Fountain of boundleſs Good- 

neſs? What Charms has that Religion, which 
diſcovers to us our Exiſtence in, Relation to, 
and Dependance upon this Ocean of divine 
Love! View every Part of our Redemption, 
from Adam's firſt Sin, to the Reſurrection of 
the Dead, and you will find nothing but 
ſucceſſive Myſteries of that firſt Love, which 
created Angels and Men. All the Myſteries 
of the Goſpel, are only ſo many Marks and 
Proofs of Go p's deſiring to make his Lost 
triumph, in the Removal of Sin and Diſorder £ 
from all Nature and Creature. © 
hut to return, and conſider farther the Na- 
ture of Adam's Fall, we have ſeen that it con- 
ſiſted of no arbitrary Puniſbment inflicted on 
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ſuch a State of Miſery, as his own, Action ne- 
_ eeffarily brought upon him. Let us now ſee 
what happened to His Soul, a little more dif 
tinctly, and how it differed from what it was | 
before his Fall, in its heavenly State. 
The Angels that kept their State, and thoſe 
that fell from it, were at firſt of one and the 
ſame Nature; the Angels that fell, did not 
loſe all their Nature, for then they muſt have 
fallen into nothing ; ; they only loſt the heaven- 
fy and divine Part of it, and therefore there is 
ſomething ſtill remaining in them, that is alſo 
in the holy Angels, and which is common to 
both of them. Now this which they did not 
loſe, becauſe it cannot be loſt, is a certain 
Noot of Life, or Ground of their Exiſtence, 
which when once in Being, cannot be broken, 
and in which the unoeaſing Eternity, or Immor- 
tality of their Nature conſiſts, a Roof or firſt 
Ground of Life, equally capable of a Heaven- 
ly Birth, or of a Birth and Growth into Hell. 
Now that there is this Root of Life in Angels, 
and that it is ſomething quite diſtinct from 
their heavenly Nature, is very plain from 
hence, that the Devils have loſt their heaven- 
I, and yet have kept their eternal and immor= 
ral Nature, therefore that in which their Eter= 
ba and Immortality conſiſts, muſt be ſome - 
| ding 
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thing entirely diſtinct Gut their he; wenly Na- 


ture, and muſt be alſo the ſame with hes! in 


which' the Eternity and Immortality of the 8 


holy Angels conſiſts. For the fallen Angels 
have no other eternal Roof in them, but that 
which they had before their Fall, and which 
they brought from Heaven; and therefore that 
which is, and muſt be eternal and undying in 

their N ature, is the ſame eternal Root of Life, 
which is in the Angels that kept their State. 
And conſequently, the only Difference be- 
twixt an Angel and a Devil, is this, that in 
the Angel its eternal Roof of Life generates 


a Birth of the Light and holy Spirit of Gop 
in it; and in a Devil, this eternal Root of 


Life ha loſt this Birth, and the Power of 
bringing it forth again. Now here is to be 


truly ſeen the real Difference betwixt the Soul 


of — before, and after his Fall. Before 
his Fall, it had the Nature of an Angel of 


Gov, in which the divine Birth of the Light 
and holy Spirit of Gop ſprung up, but when 


contrary to the Will, and Command of Go p, 


a beſtial Life was awakened in him, the hea- 


venly Life was neceſſarily extinguiſned. The 


Soul therefore having loſt that heavenly Birth 


which made it like an Angel of Gop, had 


nothing remaining in it, but that eternal 


and immortal Root of Life, which is the very 
3 I Eſſence | 


(33) 


7 , Eſſence of a fallen Angel. But here we muſt 
| | obſerve a great and happy Difference, betwixt 
; the Soul of Adam, tho' dead to all that was 


beavenly, and the Soul of a Devil. The An- 


gels that extinguiſh'd the Birth of Heaven in 


themſelves, fell directly into the horrible 


Depths of their own ſtrong ſelf-tormenting 
Nature, or their ow: Hell, and that for theſe 
two Reaſons. | 
"Fir, Becauſe there was no WOE; elſe for 
them to fall into, but into this tormenting Sen- 
ſibility of their own fiery, wrathful, darkned 
Nature. 
Secondly, Becauſe their Revolt from Gov, 
was an Attempt, and Intent to be higher and 
greater by awakening, and truſting to their 
own natural Powers, than they had hitherto * 
been by Submiſſion to God. They would 
have a Greatneſs that ſprung only from them- 
ſelves, and therefore they found That which 
they ſought, they found themſelves left to all 
the Greatneſs that was in themſelves, and that 
was their Hell, viz. a fiery Strength of a ſelf- 
tormenting Nature, becauſe ſeparate from the 
one Source of Light and Love, of Peace and 
oy. | | 
I Adam, tho' his Soul was as entirely 
dead to Heaven, as the Souls of the Devils 
| CEO were 


4 WS 
were, yet fell not into their a, for theſe 
two Reaſons. 

Fir, Becauſe his Angelical Man dwelt in a 
Body taken from this outward World, which 
Body did not die at his Tranſgreſſion, there- 
fore his Soul that had loſt its Heavenly Light, 
did not fall directly into the Devil's Hell, but 
it fell into a Body of Earthly Fleſh and Blood, - 
which being capable of the Enjoyments and 
Satisfactions of this Life, could, whilſt it 
| laſted, keep the Soul inſenſible of its own 
fallen State, and helliſh Condition. 
| _ Secondly, Becauſe Adam not aſpiting to be 
= or without God by his own proud 
Strength, but only luſting to enter in a Senfi- 
bility of the Good and Evil of the beſtial 
Life of this World : He found only That 
which he ſought, and fell into no other State 
or Miſery, than that beſtial Life, which his 
own Actions and Defires had opened in him. 
And therefore this outward World ſtood him 
in great Stead, it prevented his immediate 
Falling into the State of Fallen Angels. 
But then, as there was nothing that kept 
bim out of the Hell of Fallen Angels, but 
his Body of Earthly Fleſh and Blood, and as 
this was now as mortal in him, as it was in 
the Beaſts, and lay at the Mercy of a thouſand 
Accidents, that could every Moment take it 
from 


tu 


from him, fo he was in his fallen State, Rands 
1 ing as it were on the Brinks of Hell, liable 
every Moment to be puſhed into it. | 
— here the deep Ground and abſolute Ne- 
ceſlity of that new Birth of the Word, Son, 
and Spirit of God which the Scripture ſpeaks, 


ſo much of. It is becauſe our Soul, as fallen, 


is quite dead to, and ſeparate from the King- 
dom of Heaven, by having loſt the Light and 
Spirit of God in itſelf; and therefore is, and 
muſt be incapable of entering into Heaven, 
till by this new Birth, the Soul gets _ its 
firſt Heavenly Nature. 

If thou haſt nothing of this Birth \when 


thy Body dies, then thou haſt only that Root 


of Life in Thee, which the Devils have, thou 
art as far from Heaven, and as incapable of it, 
as they are; thy Nature is their Nature, and 
therefore 5 Habitation muſt be thine. For =” 
nothing can poſſibly hinder thy Union with 7 


Fallen Angels, when thou dieſt, but a Birth ' * 


of That in thy Soul, which the fallen Angela 
have bot. 
Ho pitiable thevefors, or rather how 
| hurtful is that Learning, which uſes all it? 
Art of Words, to avoid and loſe the true Senſe 
of our Saviour's Doctrine concerning the new 
Birth, which is neceſſary to fallen Man; by 
holding, that the Paſſages aſſerting the new 
” 8 Birth _ 


„ 
Birth, are only a figurative, ſtrong Form of 
Words concerning ſomething, that is not really 
a Birth, or Growth of a new Nature, but 
may, according to the beſt Rules of Criticiſm, 
ſignify, either our Entrance into the Society 
of Chriſtians, by the Rite of Baptiſm, or ſuch 
a new Relation, as a Scholar may have with 
his Maſter, who by a Conformity to Terms of 
Union, or by copying his Ways, and Manners, 
may, by a Figure of Sweets be ſaid to be born 
again of him. 
Now let it here be obſerved, that no Pak: 
ſage of Scripture is to be called, or eſteemed 
as a figurative Expreſſion, but where the lite- 
ral. Meaning cannot be allow'd, as implying 
ſomething that is either bad in itſelf, or impoſ- 
ble, or inconſiſtent with ſome plain, and unde- 
niable Doctrines of Scripture. Now that this 
is not the Caſe here, is very evident. For who 
will preſume to ſay, that for the Soul of fallen 
Man to be born again of the Son, or Light, 
and Holy Spirit of God, is in the literal Senſe 
of the Words, a Thing bad in itſelf, or impoſe 
fable, or inconſiſtent with any plain and unde- 
niable Doctrines of Scripture? The Critichs 
therefore, who in this Matter, leave the lite- 
ral Meaning of the Words, and have Recourſe 
to a figurative Senſe, are without Excuſe, and 


have nothing ye can urge as a Reaſon for ſo 
doing, 


— 


. 


lay but their own Skill in Words. But it 
may be further added as a juſt Charge againſt | 
_ theſe Critichs, that their fixing theſe Paſſages 
to a figurative Meaning, is not only without 
any Ground, or Reaſon for ſo doing, but is 
alſo a bad Meaning, impaſſible to be true, and 
utterly inconſiſtent with the moſt plain, and 
fundamental Doctrines of Scripture. Now 
that this is the Caſe here, may in Part be ſeen 
by the following Inſtance. - 
Let it be ſuppoſed, that an fling Body 
| had loſt the Light, and Air of this World, 
and was in a State of Death, becauſe both 
| theſe were quite extinguiſhed in it. Muſt it 
not be faid, that this human Body cannot ee, 
or enter again into the Life of this World, 
— unleſs the Light and Air of this World get 
again a new Birth in it? Is there here any Oc- ' 
caſion, or any Room to form a Doubt, how 
theſe Words are to be underſtood, or any Poſ- 
ſibility to miſtake the Meaning of them ? 
What a Philoſopher would he be, who for 
fear of being called an Enthuſiaſt, ſhould here 
deny the literal Meaning of a new Birth of 
Light and Air, and think himſelf ſufficiently 


juſtified in flying from it, becauſe in his great 


Reading, he had ſeen the Words, Brrth, 
Light and Air ſometimes, and upon ſome 


Occaſions, uſed only in a figurative Senſe? 
CS Ow 
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Now this is exactly, and to a | Title the Cate 
of the Soul, as fallen, and lying in the fame 


State of Death to the Kingdom of God, till a 


new Birth of the Light, and Spirit of God be 


again brought forth in it. And therefore the 


Neceſſity of underſtanding theſe Words in their 


5 literal Meaning, the Abſurdity of flying to a 


figurative Senſe of the new Birth, and the 
Tmpoſſibility of that being the true one, is 


equally plain, and certain in both theſe Caſes. 


Now that the Soul, as fallen, is in this real 


State of Death, 1s a Doctrine not only plain 
from the whole Tenour of Scripture, but af- 


firmed in all Syſtems of Divinity. For all 
hold, and teach, that Man unredeem' d, muſt 
at the Death of his Body, have fallen into a 
State of Miſery, like that of the fallen An- 
gels. But how can this be true, unleſs it be 
true, that the Life of Heaven was extinguiſh'd 
in the Soul? And that Man had really loſt 
that Light, and Spirit of God, which alone 


can make any Being capable of living in 


Heaven. All therefore that IJ have here, and 
elſewhere ſaid, concerning the Death of the 
Soul by its Fall, and its wanting a real new 
Birth of the Son, and Holy Spirit of God in 


it, in order to its Salvation, cannot be deny'd, 
but by giving up this great, fundamental Doo 


ie, namely, that Man in hrs fallen State, 
and 


| 07 - 
and unredeemed, muſt have been eternally loſt. 
For it cannot be true, that the Fall of Man 

unredeemed, would have kept him for ever 
out of Heaven, but becauſe his Fall had ab- 


= ſolutely put an End to the Lite of Heaven in 


his Soul. 
On the other Hand, it cannot be true that 
Jesus CRIST is his Redeemer, and does de- 
liver him from his fallen State, unleſs it be 
true, that JIxsus CHRIST helps him to a new 
Birth of that Light and Spirit of God, which 
was extinguiſh'd by his Fall. For nothing 
could poſſibly be the Redemption, or Reco- 
very of Man, but Regeneration alone. His 
Miſery was his having loſt the Life and Light 
of Heaven from his Soul, and therefore nothing 
in all the Univerſe of Nature, but a new Birth 
of that which he had loſt, could be his Delt- 
verance from his fallen State. 

And therefore if Angels after Angels had 
come down from Heaven to aſſure him, that 
God had no Anger at him, he would ſtill have 
been in the ſame helpleſs State; nay, had they 

told him, that God had Pity and Compaſſion 
towards him, he had yet been unhelped; be- 
cauſe in the Nature- of the Thing, nothing 
could make ſo much as a Beginning of his 
Deliverance, but that which made a Beginning 
"> t a new Birth in him, and nothing could fully 

> © > meh 


(49) 
effect his Ney but which perfectly fl- 


niſh'd the new Birth of all that 9 Life 


which he had loſt. 
The Goſpel tells us of a certain Man, that 
fell among Thieves, who ſtripp'd him, and 
wounded him, and left him half dead; that 
firſt a Prieſt, then a Levite coming that Way, 
both of them avoided the poor _, by paſ- 
ſing on the other Side. | 
Here it is plain, that this Prieſt 0 Levite 
left the poor Man in the ſame helpleſs State in 


which they found him. Let it now be ſup- 


poſed, that inſtead of going on the other Side 
of the Road, they had come up to him, and 
pour 'd Oil and Vine into his Wounds, only 
in a figurative Senſe of the Words, that is, 


| that they had ſpoke ſuch Words to him, 


Words ſo ſoft, fo oily, and reviving, that in a 
juſt Figure of Speech, they might be called, a 
pouring of Wine and Oil into his Wounds. 
Now had they done this, muſt it not ſtill be 


ſaid, that the poor Man's Wounds and Naked- 
neſs were {till left in their firſt Helpleſs State ? 
And all for this plain Reaſon, becauſe the poor 


Man was naked, and wounded, not in a figu- 
rative Senſe of the Words, but really, and 


truly, and therefore could have no Help, or 
Benefit, but from real Oil, and Wine really 
| * d into his Wounds, And for the ſame 
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plain Reaſon, the fallen ik manly dead to ah | 
Kingdom of Heaven, can have no Help but 
by a new Birth of the Light and Spirit of Hea- 


. E ven, really brought forth again in it. When 
0 Adam lay in his Death Wounds to the King 


= dom of God, had the higheſt Order of Arch- 
7 angels, or Seraphims come by that Way, they 
= could only have done as the Prieſt and Levite 
did, go on the other Side; or if they had come 
up to him, and done all they could for him, 
it could only have been ſuch a Good, or Rehef 
to him, as whe a Figure of Speech 1 be ſo 
called. 7 
For as Adam had extinguidhes the Light and 
Spirit of God in himſelf, ſo no one could be 
the good Samaritan to him, or pour that Wine 
and Oil into his Wounds, which they wanted, 


but he who was the Author, and Source of 


Light and Life to every * that lives in 
Heaven. 
One would wonder how any Perſons, 
that believe the great Myſtery of our Redemp- 
tion, who adore the Depths of the Divine 
Goodneſs, in that the Son of God, the ſecond 
| Perſon in the Trinity, became a Man himſelf, 
in order to make it Polſible for Man by à Birth 
from him, to enter again into the Kingdom of 


| God, ſhould yet ſeek to, and contend for, not 


a real, but a figurative Senſe of a new Birth 


in JEsvs Cuxisr. 1 0 any Thing m more 
inconſiſtent than this? Or can any Thing ſtrike 
more directly at the Heart of the whole Na- 
ture of our Redemption? God became Man, 
took upon him a Birth from the fallen Nature. 
But why was this done? Or wherein lies the 
adorable Depth of this Myſtery ? How does 
all this manifeſt the Infinity of the Divine 
Love towards Man ? It is becauſe nothing leſs 
than this myſterious Incarnation (which aſto- 
niſhes Angels) could open a Way, or begin a 
Poſſibility, for fallen Man to be born again 
from above, and made again a Partaker of 
the Divine Nature. It was becauſe Man was 
become ſo dead to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that there was no Help for him through all 
Nature. No Powers, no Abilities of the 
higheſt Order of Creatures, could kindle the 
leaſt Spark of Life in him, or help him to the 
leaſt Glimpſe of that heavenly Light which he 
had loſt. Now when all Nature and Creature 
ſtood round about Adam as unable to help 
Him, as he was to help himſelf, and all of them 
unable to help him, for this Reaſon, becauſe 
that which he had loſt, was the Life and 
| Light of Heaven; how glorious, how adora- 
ble is that Myſtery, which enables us to fay, 
that when Man lay thus incapable of any Re- 
lief from all the Powers and Due bilities of Na- 


ture, 
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ture, that then the Son, the Word of God 
entered by a Birth into this fallen Nature, 
e : that by this myſterious Incarnation, all the 
fallen Nature might be horn again of him ac- 
= cording to the Spirit, in the ſame Reality, as 
they were born of Adam according to the 

Fleſh? Look at this Myſtery in this true Light, 
in this plain Senſe of Scripture, and then you 


muſt be forced to fall down before it, in Ado- 


ration of it. For all that is great and aſtoniſh- 
ing in the Goodneſs of God, all that is glo- 
rious and happy with Nags to Man, 1s ma- 
nifeſtly contained i in it. 
But tell me, I pray, what becomes of all 

this, what is there left in any Part of this 
Myſtery, if this new Birth, for the Sake of 
which God became Man, is not really a new 
Birth in the Thing itſelf, is not as the Scrip- 
ture affirms, a real Birth of the Son and Spirit 
of God in the Soul, but ſomething or other, 
this or that which the Critichs ſay, may be 
called a new Birth, by a certain Figure of 
| Speech? Is not this to give up all our Re- 
demption at once, and a turning all the My- 
ſteries of our Salvation into mere empty, un- 
meaning Terms of Speech ? He that ſhould 
deny the Reality of the Reſurrection, upon 
Pretence, that by the Rules of Criticiſm, it 
need not ſignify a real coming out of a State 
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in JEsUs CurrsT. Is there any Thing 1 more 
inconſiſtent than this? Or can any Thing ſtrike 
more directly at the Heart of the whole Na- 1 


ture of our Redemption? God became Man, 


took upon him a Birth from the fallen Nature. 


But why was this done? Or wherein lies the 


adorable Depth of this Myſtery? How does 
all this manifeſt the Infinity of the Divine 


Love towards Man? It is becauſe nothing leſs 
than this myſterious Incarnation (which aſto- 5 


niſhes Angels) could open a Way, or begin a 


Poſſibility, for fallen Man to be born again 
from above, and made again a Partaker of 
the Divine Nature. It was becauſe Man was 
become fo dead to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
that there was no Help for him through all 
Nature. No Powers, no Abilities of the 


higheſt Order of Creatures, could kindle the 
leaſt Spark of Life in him, or help him to the 


leaſt Glimpſe of that heavenly Light which he 


had loſt. Now when all Nature and Creature 
ſtood round about Adam as unable to help 


him, as he was to help himſelf, and all of them 


unable to help him, for this Reaſon, becauſe 
that which he had loſt, was the Life and 
Light of Heaven ; how glorious, how adora- 
ble is that Myſtery, which enables us to ſay, 
that when Man lay thus incapable of any Re- 


hef from all the Powers and Poſſibilities of Na- 


ture, 
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-M ture, that then the Son, the Word of God 
entered by a Birth into this fallen Nature, 
that by this myſterious Incarnation, all the 
fallen Nature might be horn again of him ac- | 
' cording to the Spirit, in the ſame Reality, as 
= they were born of Adam according to the 
= F7:/þ? Look at this Myſtery in this true Light, 
in this plain Senſe of Scripture, and then you 
muſt be forced to fall down before it, in Ado- 
ration of it. For all that is great and aſtoniſh- 
ing in the Goodneſs of God, all that is glo- 
rious and happy with Regard to Man, 18 ma- 
nifeſtly contained in it. 

But tell me, I pray, what hen of all 
this, what is there left in any Part of this 
Myſtery, if this new Birth, for the Sake of 
which God became Man, is not really a new 
Birth in the Thing itſelf, is not as the Scrip- 
ture affirms, a real Birth of the Son and Spirit 
of God in the Soul, but ſomething or other, 
this or that which the Criticks ſay, may be 
called a new Birth, by a certain Figure of 
Speech? Is not this to give up all our Re- 
demption at once, and a turning all the My- 
ſteries of our Salvation into mere empty, un- 
meaning Terms of Speech ? He that ſhould 
deny the Reality of the Reſurrection, upon 
Pretence, that by the Rules of Criticiſm, it 
need not ſignify a real coming out of a State 
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of Natural Death, mi ight have more to ſay for 
himſelf both from Reaſon and Scripture, than 
he that denies the Reality of the new Birth in 
CHRIST JesUs. For this new Birth is not a 
Part, but the Whole of our Salvation. Every 
Thing in Religion from the Beginning to the 
End of Time, is only for the Sake of it. 
N othing does us any Good, but either as it 
helps forward our Regeneration, or as it is a 
true Fruit, or Effect of it. 

All the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, all ths 
Benefits of our Saviour, however variouſly 
expreſs'd in Scripture, all center'in this one 

Point, that He is become our Light, our Life, 
our Reſurrection, our Holineſs and Salvation; 

that we are in Him new Creatures, created 
again unto Righteouſneſs, born again of 
Him, from above, of the Spirit of God. 
Every Thing in the Goſpel, is for the Sake of 
this new Creature, this new Man in CuRIST 
Ixsus, and nothing is regarded without it. 
What Excuſe therefore can be made for that 
Learning, which, robbing us of the true Fruits 
of the Tree of Life, leaves us nothing to feed 


upon, but the dry Duſt of Words? 
J am the Vine, Ye are the Branches. Here 


CxR1sT, our ſecond Adam, uſes this Simili- 
tude to teach us, that the new Birth that we 


are to have from Him is real, in the moſt 
| ſtrict 
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W Qrict and literal Senſe of the Words, and that 
W there is the fame Nearneſs of Relation, betwixt 
Him and his true Diſciples, that there is be- 


W twixt the Vine and its Branches, that He does 


all that in us, and for us, which the Vine does 
to its Branches. Now the Life of the Vine 
muſt be really derived into the Branches, they 
cannot be Branches, till the Birth of the Vine 
is brought forth in them. And therefore as 
ſure as the Birth of the Vine muſt be brought 
forth in the Branches, fo ſure is it, that we 
muſt be born again of our ſecond Adam. And 

that unleſs the Life of the Holy Jesvs be in 
us by a Birth from Him, we are as dead to 
Him, and the Kingdom of God, as the 
Branch is dead to the V from which! it is 
broken off. 

Again our Bleſſed Saviour faith, Vi 2 me ye 
can do Nothing. The Queſtion is, when, or how 
a Man may be faid to be wirhout CHRIST? 
Conſider again the Vine and its Branches; 
A Branch can then only be faid to be s i 

its Vine, when the Vegetable Life of the Vine 
is no longer in it. This is the only Senſe, in 
which we can be faid to be without CurIsT.; : 
when He is no longer in us, as a Principle. of 88 
a a heavenly Life, we are then without Hin im, : 
and fo can do Nothing, that is, N othing that 
is good or holy, A CHRIST not in us, is the 

hy 1 — on 
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fame Thing a as a Claes not ours. If we are 
only fo far with Chriſt, as to own and receive 
the Hiſtory of his Birth, Perſon and Charac- 
ter, if this is all that we have of Him, we | 
are as much without Him, as much left to our- 


ſelves, as little help'd by Him, as thoſe evil 


Spirits which cry'd out, Ve know Thee, who 
thou art, the Holy One of God, For thoſe . 


evil Spirits, and all the fallen Angels, are to- 
tally without CHRIST, have no Benefit from 


Him, for this one and only Reaſon, becauſe 


| Cux1sT is not in Them ; Nothing of the Son 
of Gop is generated, or born in them. There- 


fore every Son of Adam, that has not ſomething 
of the Son of God generated, or born within 


Him, is as much w:thout Chrift, as deſtitute 
of all Help from Him, as thoſe evil Spirits 
who could only make an outward Confe yo: 


of Him. 
It is the Language of Scripture, chat Chrif 


in us is our Hope of Glory; that CHRIST 
form'd in us, living, growing, and raiſing his 


own Life and Spirit in us, is our only Salva- | 
tion. And indeed all this is plain from the 


Nature of the Thing, for fince the Serpent, Sin, 
Death and Hell, are all eſſentially within us, 
the very Growth of our Nature, muſt not our 


Redemption be equally 7mward, an inward 
eſſential Death to this State of our Souls, and 


hoy 
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an awe Growth of a contrary Life within 


us? If Adam was only an outward Perſon, if 
His whole Nature, was not our Nature, born 
in us, and deriv'd from Him into us, it would 
be Nonſenſe to fay, that his Fall is our Fall. 


So in like manner, if Cu1sT, our ſecond 
Adam, was only an outward Perſon, if He 


entered not as deeply into our Natnre as the firſt 


Adam does, if we have not as really from 
im a new inward, ſpiritual Man, as we have 


outward Fleſh and Blood from Adam, What 


| Ground could there be to ſay, that our Righ- 
teouſneſs is from Him, as our Sin 18 from 


Adam ? 


Let no one here think to * me with 


Diſregard to the Holy Ixsus, who was born 


of the Virgin Mary, or with ſetting up an in- 


dard Saviour in Oppoſition to that outward 


CHnr1sT, whoſe Hiſtory is recorded in the 
Goſpel. No: It is with the utmoſt Fulneſs 


of Faith and Affurance, that I aſcribe all our 
Redemption to that bleſſed and myſterious 
Perſon, that was then born of the Virgin Mary, 


and will afſert no inward Redemption but 
what wholly proceeds from, and is effected by 


that Life-giving Redeemer, who bl d on the 
Croſs for our Redemption. 


Was I to fay, that a Plant, or V. -getabl 


, muſt have the Son within it, muſt have the. 


Lite, 
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Life, Light and Virtues of the Sun incorporat= 
ed in it, that it has no Benefit from the Sun, 
till the Sun is thus inwardly forming, generat- 
ing, quickening, and raifing up a Life of the 
Sun's Virtues in it, would this be ſetting up 
an inward Sun, in Oppoſition to the outward 
one? Could any Thing be more ridiculous 
than ſuch a Charge? For is not all that is here 
ſaid of an inward Sun in the Vegetable, ſo 
much ſaid of a Power and Virtue derived 
from the Sun in the Firmament? So in like 


manner, all that is ſaid of an inward Chriſt, 
inwardly form'd, and generated in the Root 


of the Soul, is only ſo much ſaid of an inward 
Life, brought forth by the Power and Efficacy 
of that Bleſſed CHR IST, that was born of the 


Vi. gin Mary. 


Card 


Diſcoveri ng the true Way of turning to God, 
and of finding the Kingdom of Heaven, the 


| Riches of Eternity in our Souls. 


\H OU haſt ſeens dear Reader, the Na- 


ture, and Neceflity of Regeneration, be 


perſuaded therefore fully to believe, and firm- 


* to ſettle in N Mind this moſt certain 


T ruth: * 
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| -Trach, that all our Salvation conſiſts in tha 
Alam louie of the Nature, Life, and Spirit | 
o Feſus, Ghrift in our imoard new Man, This 
= 7 is: Chriſtian Redemption, this alone de- 
W -livcrs from the Guilt and, Power of Sin, this 
alone redecms, renews, and regains the firſt Life 
= of Gop in the Soul of . Man. Every Thing ; 
beſides this, is Self, is Fiction, is Propriety,, is 
cen Will, and however coloured, is only thy 
ald Man, with all bis Deeds. Enter therefore 
with all thy Heart into this Truth, let thy 
Eye be always upon it, do eyery Thing in 
View of it, try every Thing by the Truth of 
ti, love Nothing but for the Sake of it. Where- 
ever thou goelt, whatever thou doſt at Home, 
or Abroad, in the Field or at Church, do all 
in a Deſire of Union with CARIST, in imi- 3 
tation of his Tempers and Inclinations, and 4 
look upon all as Nothing, but that which ex- 1 
erciſes, and encreaſes the Spirit, and Life of 75 
CARIST in thy Soul. ow Morning to 
Night keep Ixsus in thy Heart, long for No- 
thing, deſire Nothing, hope for N othing; but 
to have all that is within Thee, changed into 
the Spirit and Temper of the Holy Insus. 
Let this be thy Chriſtianity, thy Church, and a 
thy Religion. For this new Birth in CHRIST 
thus firmly believed, and continually deſired, 
will do eee g that, thou, wanteſt to have 
D done 


e 

of done in Thee, f it will dry up all the Springs of 
Vice, ſtop all the Workings of Evil in thy 
Nature, it will bring all that is = Good into Thee, 
it will open all the Goſpel within Thee, and 
thou wilt know what it is to be taught of 
 *Gop, This longing Defire of thy Heart to 
be one with CHRIST will ſoon put a Stop'to 
all the Vanity of thy Life, and nothing will 
be admitted to enter into thy Heart, or pro- 
ceed from it, but what comes from Go p and 
returns to Go»; thou wilt ſoon be, as it were, 
tied and bound in the Chains of all holy Af- 
fections and Deſires, thy Mouth will have a 
"Watch ſet upon it, thy Ears would willingly 
"hear nothing that does not tend to Go p, nor 
thy Eyes be open, but to ſee, and find Occa- 
ſions of doing Good. In a word, when this 


Faith has got both thy Head and thy Heart, 
it will then be with thee, as it was with the 
Merchant who found a Pearl f great Price, 
it will make thee gladly to fell all that thou 
' haſt, and buy it. For all that had ſeized and 
poſſeſſed the Heart of any Man, whatever the 
- Merchant of this World had got together, whe- 
ther of Riches, Power, Honour, Learning, 
or Reputation, loſes all its Value, is counted 
but as Dung, and willingly parted with, as 
ſoon as this glorious Pearl, the new Birth in 
nt RIS T JE SUS, is diſcovered and tound by 
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him. This therefore may ſerve as a Touchs 
| fone, whereby every, one may try the Truth 
= of his State; if the old. Man is ſtill a Mer- 
= chant within thee, trading i in all forts of worldly 
W - Honour, Power, or Learning, if the Wiſdom 
= of this World is not Fooliſhneſs to thee, if earthly 
Intereſts, and ſenſual Pleaſures are. ſtill the De- 
ſire of thy Heart, and only covered under a 
Form of Godlineſs, a Cloke of Creeds, Obſer- 
vances and Inſtitutions of Religion, thou mayſt 
be aſſured, that the Pearl of great Price 1s 
not yet found by thee. For where CHRIST 
is born, or his Spirit riſes up in the Soul, hre 
all Self is denied, and obliged to turn out; 
there all carnal Wiſdom, Arts of Advancement, 
with every Pride and Glory of this Life, are 
as ſo many heathen Idols all willingly renounc- 
ed, and the Man is not only content, but re- 
joices to ſay, that bis K ings is not of this 
World. 
But thou wilt perhaps fon. how ſhall this 
great Work, the Birth of CHRIST, be fete 
ed in me? It might rather be faid, ſince 
CHRIST has an infinite Power, and alſo an in- 
finite Deſire to ſave Mankind, how can any 
one miſs of this Salvation, but through his 
o˙ UNW! Itngneſs to be ſaved by Him? Con- 
ſider, how was it, that the Lame and Blind, 
the Lunatick and Leper, the Publican and Sin- 
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"her, found Crnrsr to be their Saviour, and to 
do , all That for them, which they wanted to 


be done to them? It was becauſe they had a 


"Teal Des re of having T; hat, which they aſked 
*for, and therefore in true Fuith and Prayer 
applied" fo Cuklsr, that his Spirit and Power 
might enter into them, and heal That which 


they wanted, and defired to be healed in 


them. Every one of theſe ſaid in Fuith and 


 Defire, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canſt make ne 


whole. And the Anfwer was always this, Ac- 


cording to thy Paith, fo be it done unto Thee. 


This i is CrurnsT” 8 Anſwer note, ahd thus it is 
done to every one of us at this Day, as our 
"Faith i is, ſo is it done unto us. And here lies 
"the whole Reaſon of our falling ſhort' of the 
Salvation of Cur 1 ST, it is becauſe we have 
EZ Will to 3 

But you will ſay, Do not all Chriſtians de- 
ſire to have CHRIST to be their Saviour? Ves. 
But here is the Deceit; All would have CHRIST 


to be their Saviour in the next World, and to 


help them into Heaven when they die, by his 


Poder and Merits with Gop. But this is not 


willing CurIsT to be thy Saviour; for his 


Salvation, if it is had, muſt be had in this 
World, if He ſaves Thee, it muſt be done in 
this Life, by changing and altering all that is 
within _ by helping thee to a new Heart, 


t — 
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as He helped the Blind to ſee, the Lame to 
walk, and the Dumb to ſpeak. For to have 
Salvation from CHRIST, is nothing elſe but 
to be made like unto Him; it is to have his 
Humility and Meekneſs, his Mortificatioi und 
Self-denial, his Renunciation of the Spirit,” | : 
Wiſdom, and Honours of this World, his 
Love of Gop, his Deſire of doing G ob's 
Will, and ſeeking only his Honour. To have 
= theſe Tempers formed and begotten in thy 
Heart, is to have Salvation from Curr; 
but if thou willeff not to have theſe Tempers 
brought forth in thee, if thy Faith and Defire 
does nor ſeek, and cry to CHR ISH for them 
in the ſame Reality, as the Lame aſked to 
walk, and the Blind to ſee, then thou muſt 
be faid to be unwilling to have 7e to 
be thy Saviour. 
Again, Conſider, how was it, that the car- 
nal Je, the deep-read Scribe, the learned 
Rabbi, the religious Phariſee, not only did not 
receive, but crucified their Saviour? It was 
becauſe they willed, and defired no ſuch Savi- 
our as He was, no ſuch inward Salvation as 
He offered to them. They deſired no change 
of their own. Nature, no inward Deſtruction 
of their own natural Tempers, no Deliver- 
ance from the Love of themſelves, and the 
Enjoyments of their Paſſions; they liked their 
D 5 1 State, 
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state, the Gratifications of * Old Man 
their long Robes, their broad Phi lafteries, and 
Greetings in the Markets. They wanted not 
to haye their Pride and Se -If-Iove dethroned, 
their Covetouſneſs, and Senſuality to be ſub- 


dued by a new Nature from Heaven derived | 
into them. Their only defire was the Suc- | 
ceſs of Fudaiſm, to have an outward, Saviour, 


a temporal Prince, that ſhould eſtabliſh their 
Law and Ceremonies over all the Earth. 


And therefore they crucified their dear Re- 


deemer, and would have none of his Salva-_ x 
tion, becauſe it all conſiſted in a Change of 


their Nature, in a new Birth from above, and 
a Kingdom of Heaven to be opened within 
them by the Spirit of Go p. 


Oh Chriſtendom, look not only at the old | 
Fews, but ſee thyſelf in this Glaſs. For at 


this Day, (Oh fad Truth to be told!) at this 


Day, a CHRIST within us, an inward Savi- 
our raifing a Birth of his own Nature, Life, 
and Spirit within us, is rejected as groſs En- 


| thufiaſm, the learned Rabbi's take Counſel | 


againſt it. The Propagation of Popery, the 
Propagation of Proteflantiſm, the Succeſs of 


ſome particular Church, is the Salvation which 
Prieſts and People are chiefly concerned about. 


But to return: It is manifeſt, that no one 
can fail of the Benefit of CRHRIST's Salva- 
tion, 


(55). 
tion, but. — an ll to have it, 
and from the ſame Spirit and Tempers which 
made the Fews unwilling to receive it. But if 
thou wouldſt ſtill farther know, how this great 
Work, the Birth of CHRIST, is to be effect- 
ed in thee, then let this joyful Truth be told 
thee, that this great Work is already begun in 
every one of us. For this holy Jesvs, that 
is to be formed in thee, that is to be the Sa- 
viour and new Life of thy Soul, that is to 
raiſe thee out of the Darkneſs of Death into 
the Light of Life, and give thee Power to 
become a Son of Go p, is already within thee, 
living, ſtirring, calling, knocking at the Door 
of thy Heart, and wanting nothing but / thy 
own Faith and good Will, to have as real a 
Birth and Form in thee, as He had in the 

Virgin Mary. For the eternal Mord, or Son 
of Gop, did not then firſt begin to be the 
Saviour of the World, when He was Born in 
| Bethlehem of Judea; but that Word which 
became Man in the Virgin Mary, did, from 
the Beginning of the World, enter as a Word. 
of Life, a Seed of Salvation, into the firſt 
Father of Mankind, was inſpoken into him, 
as an ingrafted Word, under the Name and 
Character of a Bruiſer of the Serpent's Head. 
_ Hence it is, that CHRIST faid to his Diſci- 


ples, the Kingdom of God is within you; that 
| | D 4 : | | is, 
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18; che deine Nature is Gain you, given 
unto your firſt Father, into the Eight of His 
Life, and from him, riſing up in the Life of 
every Son of Alam. Hence alſo the holy 
Fesvs is ſaid to be the Light, which Iight- 
eth every Man that cometh into the World, 
Not as 5 was born at Bethlehem, not as He 
bad an human Form upon Earth, in theſe Re- 
ſpects he could not be ſaid to have been the 
Light of every Man that cometh into the 
World. But as He was that eternal Mord, 
by which all Things were created, which 
Was the Life and Light of all Things, and 
which had as a ſecond Creator entered again 
into fallen Man, as a Bruifer of the Serpent, 
in this reſpect it was truly ſaid of our LoR 
when on Earth, that He was that Light which 
lighteth every Man, that cometh into the World. 
For He was really and truly all this, as He 

was the Immanuel, the Gop with us, given 
unto Adam, and in him to Al his Offspring. 
See here the Beginning and glorious Extent of 
the Catholick Church of CHRIST, it takes in 
all the World. It is Go p's unlimited, uni- 
verſal Mercy to all Mankind; and every hu- 
man Creature, as ſure as he is Born of Adam, 
has a Birth of the Bruiſer of the Serpent withe- 
in him, and is infallibly in Covenant with 


G 0D through Jzsv 8 CHRIST, Hence alſo 
N it 


| ie in that the Holy Ixsus is appointed to be 
adge of all the World, it is becauſe all Man- 
l all Nations and Languages have in him. 
and through him been put into Covenant with 
Gov, and made capable of _— the * 
of their fallen Nature. 
W ben our bleſſed Lox D dena with 
the Woman at Jacab's Well, He faid unto 
her, If thou neweſt the Gift 'of God, and 
250 it is, that talketh with Thee, thou twould= 
eit have aſted of Him, and He would huue 
given Thee living Water. How happy (may 
any one well ſay) was this Woman of Sama» 


ria to ſtand ſo near this Gift of Gad, from 


whom ſhe might have had living Water, had 
ſhe but vouchſafed to have aſked for it ! But, 
dear Chriſtian, this Happineſs is thine z for 
this Holy Jeſus, the Gift of God, firſt given 
into Adam, and in him to all that are de- 
ſcended from him, is the Gif? of God to Thee, 
as fare as thou art born of Adam; nay, haſt 
thou never yet owned him, art thou wander- 


ed from him, as far as the Prodigal Son from 


his Father's Houſe, yet is he ſtill with Thee, , 
he is the Gift of God to Thee, and if chou 
wilt turn to Him, and aſk of Him, _ hed 
living Water for The. 

Poor Sinner! conſider the Treaſure 00 
haſt within Thee, the Saviour of the World, 


( 35 ) 
the eterpial Word of Go p lies hid in Thee; ; 
as a Spark of the Divine Nature, which is to 
overcome Sin and Death, and Hell within 
Thee, and generate the Life of Heaven a- 
gain in thy Soul, Turn to thy Heart, and 
thy Heart will find its Saviour, its God. 
within itſelf. Thou ſeeſt, heareſt, and feel- 
_ eſt nothing of Go p, becauſe thou ſeekeſt for 
Him abroad with thy outward Eyes, thou 
ſeekeſt for Him in Books, in Controverſies, 
in the Church, and outward Exerciſes, but 
there thou wilt not find Him, till thou haſt 
An found Him in thy Heart. Seek for Him 
in thy Heart, and thou wilt never ſeek in 
vain, for there He dwelleth, there i is the Seat 
of his Light and Holy Spirit. ; 
For this turning to the Light and Spirit of ; 


_ Gop within Thee, is thy only true turning 


unto Gop, there is no other Way of finding 
Him, but in that Place where he dwelleth in 
Thee. For though Gop be every where pre- 
 fent, yet He is only preſent to Thee in the 
deepeſt, and moſt central Part of thy Soul. 

Thy natural Senſes cannot poſſeſs Gop, or 
unite Thee to Him, nay thy inward Facul- 
ties of Underſtanding, Will and Memory, can 
only reach after Gop, but cannot be the Place 
of his Habitation in Thee. But there is a 


Root, or Depth in T hee, from whence all 
theſe 
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theſe Faculties come forth, as Lines from x 
Center, or as Branches from the Body of the 

Tree. This Depth is called the Center, the 
Fund, or Bottom of the Soul. This Depth is 
the Uni ty, the Eternity, I had almoſt ſaid, 

the Infinity of thy Soul, for it is fo infinite, 
that nothing can fatisfy it, or give it any Reſt, 
but the Infinity of Gop. In this Depth of the 
Soul, the Holy Trinity brought forth its own 
living Image in the firſt created Man, bearing 
in Himfelf a living Repreſentation of Father, 


Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and this was his Dwel- 
lung in Go p and Gov in Him. This was 


the Kingdom of Gop within Him, and made 
Paradice without Him. But the Day that 
Adam did eat of the forbidden earthly Tree, 
in that Day he abſolutely died to this King- 
dom of Gop within Him. This Depth, or 
Center of his Soul having loſt its Gop, was 
ſhut up in Death and Darkneſs, and became 
a Priſoner in an earthly Animal, that only ex- 
celled its Brethren, the Beaſts, in an upright 
Form, and ſerpentine Subtlety. Thus ended 
the Fall of Man. But from that Moment 


| that the Gop of Mercy inſpoke into Adam 


the Bruiſer of the Serpent, from that Moment 
all the Riches and Treaſures of the Divine 


Nature came again into Man, as a Seed of Sal- 
vation ſown into the Center of the Soul, and 


— 


1 


oaly lieth hidden there in, every. Man, till he, 
deſires to riſe from his Elen Stute. and to e 
born again from ahove. 
Awake then, thou that l and 
| Curisr, who from all Eternity hath been, 
eſpouſed to thy Soul, ſhall give Thee Lighty.. 
Begin to ſearch: and dig i in. thine. own Fiel 
for this Pearl of Eternity, that lieth hiddj N 
in it ; it cannot coſt Thee too much, nor can 
thou buy it dear, for it 1s All, and when the 
haſt found it, thou wilt know, that all which 
thou haſt ſold, or given away or it, is as 
meer a Nothing, as a Bubble upon the Wa⸗ 
ter. 25 
But if thou turneſt om this Perwenir 
Pearl, or trampleſt it under thy Feet, for the 
ſake of being Rich, or Great, either in Church 
or State, if Death finds Thee in 2s Succeſs, 
thou can ſt not then ſay, that though the 
Pearl is loſt, yet ſomething has been gain'd in- 
Read of it, For in that parting Moment, the 
Things, and the Sounds of this World, will 
be exactly alike ; to have had an Efate, or 
only to have heard of it, to have lived at 
Lambeth twenty Years, or only to haye 
twenty Times paſſed by the Palace, will be 
the ſame Good, or the ſame Nothing to Thee. 
But I will now thew 2 little more diſtinct- 
ly, what this Pearl of Eternity is, Firſt, ” 


 7gfter the Light, and Spirit of this World. /Thy 


„ i 

is che Light and Spirit of God within Thee, 
' which has hitherto done Thee but little Good, 
Becauſe all the Deſire of thy Heart has been 


| Rain, and Senſes, thy Feast and -Patlions, - 


dave turn'd all their Attention to the poor 


"Concerns of this Life, and-therefore thou art 
A Stranger to this Principle of Heaven, this 
Riches of Eternity within Thee. For as Gop 
is not, cannot be truly found by any Worſhip- 
pers, but zhoſe who worſhip» Him in Spirit 
and in Tu. h, ſo this Light and Spirit, though 
always within us, is not, cannot be found, 

felt, or enjoy d, but by thoſe, wha ve 
2 is turned to it. 5 

When Man firſt came into "Bilge: pour 
ſtood before Gop-as his own Image and Like- Ez 
-nefs, this Light and Spirit of Gon Was as 
"natural to him, as truly the Eight of his Na- 1 
ture, as the Light and Air of this World is 
natural to the Creatures that have their Birth 
in it. But when Man, not content with the 
Food of Eternity, did eat of the eartHly Tree, 
this Light and Spirit of Heaven was no more 
natural to him, no more roſe up as a Birth of 
his Nature, but inſtead thereof, he was left 
ſolely to the Light and Spirit of this World. 
And this is that Death, which God told 
Adam 
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Adam, he ſhould ſurely die, in the Day chat 


bs ſhould eat of the forbidden Tree. 


But the Goodneſs of God would not leave 


7 Man in this Condition; a Redemption from it 
was immediately granted, and the Bruiſer of 


the Serpent brought the Light and Spirit of 
Heaven once more into the human Nature. 
Not as it was in its firſt State, when Man was 
in Paradice, - but-as a Treaſure hidden in the 
Center of our Souls, which ſhould diſcover, 
and open itſelf by Degrees, in ſuch Propor- 
tion, as the Faith and Defires of our Hearts 
were turned to it. This Light and Spirit of 


Go thus freely reſtored again to the Soul, 


and lying in it as a ſecret Source of Heaven, 


is called Grace, Free Grace, or the Superna- 
tural Gift, or Power of God in the Soul, be- 


cauſe it was ſomething, that the Natural Po.]. 
ers of the Soul could no more obtain. Hence 
it is, that in the greateſt Truth, and higheſt 
Reality, every ſirring of the Soul,; every 
* Tendency of the Heart towards G op and 
© Goodneſs, is juſtly and neceſſarily aſcribed to 


the Holy Spirit, or the Grace of Go p. It is 
becauſe this firſt Seed of Life, which is ſown 


into the Soul, as the Gift or Grace of Gop to 
fallen Man, is itſelf the Light and Spirit of 
S ov, and therefore every Stiring, or Opening 
of this Seed of Life, every awakened Thought 


or 


('63 


| or Defire that ariſcs from it, muſt be calc 


the Moving, or the Quickning of the Spirit of 
Gop; and therefore that new Man which ari- 
ſes from it, muſt of all Neceſſity be faid to 
« be ſolely the Work and Operation of Gov, 
Hence alſo we have an eaſy and plain Declara- 
tion of the true Meaning, ſolid Senſe, and 
certain Truth, of all thoſe Scriptures, which 
ſpeak of the Tſpiration' of Gop, the Opera- 
tion of the Holy Spirit, the Power of the Di- 
vine Light, as the ſole and neceſſary Agents i in 
the Renewal and Sanctification of our Souls, 
and alſo as being Things common to all Men. 
It is becauſe this Seed of Life, or Bruiſer of the 
: Serpent is common to all Men, and has in All 
Men a Degree of Life, which is in itſelf ſo 
much of the Vaſpiration, or Life of God, the 
1 Spirit of Gop, the Light of Gon, which is 
in every Soul, and is its Power of beooming 
born again of Gov. Hence alſo it is, that 
all Men are exhorted not to quench, or refit, 
or grieve the Spirit, that is, this Seed of the 
| Spirit and Light of God that is in all Men, ass 
the only Source of Good. Again, the Fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt 
the Fleſh. By the Fleſh, and i its Luſtings, are 
meant the mere human Nature, or the natural 
Man, as He is by the Fall; by the Spirit is 
meant the Bruiſer of the 3 that Seed of 
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Light. and Spirit of Go, : which licth-as 4 
Treaſure hid the Soul, in order to bring forth 
the. Life, that was loſt in Adam, Now as the 
PFlech hath. its. Life, its Luſtings, whence ” 
ſorts of Evil are truly faid to be :inſpired, 
quickned, and ſtirred up in us; ſo the Spirit 
being a. Liuing Principle within us, 1 its 
Aſpiration, its Breathing, its Mouing, its 
| _ Quickning, from which alone the Divine 
Life, or the Angel, that Sedrin Ke 
be born in us. 
Muhen this Seed of the: Se common to all | 
Men, is not reſiſted, grieved, and quenched, 
but its Iuſpirations and Marions ſuffered to 
grow and increaſe in us, to unite with. God, 
und get Power over all the Lufts. ofithe Fleſh, . 
then we are born again, the Nature, Spirit, 
and Tempers of JesUs CRRISH are opened 
1 and is found within us. On the other Hand, 
J iwhen the Fleſh, - or the Natural. Man hath 
F reſiſted and quenched. this Spirit or Seed of 
Life within us; then the Works of the Fleſh, 
8 Adultery,  Fornication, Murders, Lying, Ha- 
-  =*tred, Envy, Wrath, Pride, Fooliſhneſs, 
| worldly Wiſdom, carnal Prudence, - falſe Re- 
-ligion, hypocritical Holineſs, and ſerpentine 
Subtlety, have ſet u up their n, with- 
in us. 
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88 lug in there the Sul Ur Man 44 10 
e He has a Spur of the Light and 
Sprit of Oo p, as 4 Supernatural Gift” of 
Soy given into the Birth” of his Soul, to 

bring fortli by Degrees a Neib Birth of that 
Life, which was loſt inParadice. Sy This Hol 4 
Spark of the Divine Nature within Hit 
A natural, ſtrong and almoſt infinite Tebdeney, 
or Reaching after that eternial Light and Spirit 
of Gov, from whence it came forth. It 
came forth from Go p, it came out Of Gov; 
it partaketh of the Divine Nature, and. TY 
fore it is always in a State of T endericy ad 
Return to Gop. And all this is called the 
Breathing, the Moving, the Quickning of the 
Holy Spirit within us, which are fo mai 
Operations of this Spark of Life tending tö⸗ 
wards Go D. On the other Hand, The Deity 
as conſidered in itſelf, and without the Soul 
of Man, has an infinite, utichangeable en- 
dency of Love, and Deſire towards the Soul 
of Man, to unite, and communicate its ; own. 
Riches and Glories to it, juſt as the Spirit of: 
the Air without Man, unites, and communi- 
_ cates its Riches and Virtues- to the Spirit of the 
Air, that is Thin Man. This Love, or De- 
| fire of Gop towards the Soul of Man is , 
| great, that He gave his only begoften fs. | 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, to take the human 
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Nature ure upon-Him, in its fallen State, that by 
thi s myſterious. Union of Gop and Man, all 
be Enemies of the Soul of Man might be 
* and en Creature migh 
Fave. a P born again according 
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5 0 to; Man. Inwardly. he has 2 
9 8 70 2h Divine Life given into the Birth 
of hig Soul, a Seed that has all the Riches of 
Etermity..in.it, and is always wanting to come 
to the Birth in, him, and be alive in Gop, 
Outwardly he has J=svs. Cunxisr, who as a 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, is always caſting forth 


bis enlivening Beams on this inward Seed, to 
kindle and call it forth. to the Birth, doing 
that to this Seed of Heaven in Man, which 
the Sun in the Firmament is always doing to 
Ky vegetable Seeds in the Earth. | 

Conſider this Rs) in the following gimi⸗ 
litude. © A Grain of Wheat has the Air and 
Light of this World incloſed, or incorporated 
in it: This is the Myſtery of its Life, this is 
its Power of Growing, by this it has a ſtrong. 
continual Tendency of uniting again with that 
Ocean of Light and Air, from whence it came 
forth, and ſo it Hops, to kindle its own Vege- 
table Life. 
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0 the acher Hand, That great Ocean of 
A ht and Air, having its own Ofspring hide 
den in the Heart of the Grain, has a perpetual 


| 0 end to unite, _and communicate, 
2 e ee this Deſire of Union « 
both Sides, the Vegetable. Life ariſes, and ir 
the Virtues and Powers contained in . 
But here let it be well obſerved, that this De- 


fire ON both Sides cannot have its Effect, till 


the Hut and groſs Part of the Grain falls in- 
to a State of Corruption and Death, till this 


begins, the Myſtery of Life hidden in it, can- 
not come forth. The Application here may 
be left to the Reader. I ſhall only obſerve 


that we may here ſee the true Ground, and 
abſolute Neceſſity of that dying to. ourſelves, | 


and to the World, to which our Bleſſed Lord 
ſo conſtantly calls all his Followers. An uni- 
verſal Self-Denial, a perpetual Mortification of 
the Luſt of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eyes, 
and the Pride of Life, is not a Thing i impoſed 
upon us by the mere Will of God, is not re- 


quired as a Puniſhment, is not an Invention of 
dull and monkiſh Spirits, but has its Ground 


and Reaſon in the Nature of the Thing, and 
is as abſolutely neceſſary to make Way for the 
New Birth, as the Death of the Hust, and 
_ groſs Part of the Grain, is e to make 
Way for i its Vegetable Fine 19 ein 

WY _ But 


| (6) 

But Stoondh, this Pearl of Eternity | is s the 
Wiſdom and Love of Gop within Thee: In 
this Pearl of thy Serpent Bruiſer, all the Holy 
Nature, Spirit, Tempers, and Inclinations of 
Cug 1s lie as in a Seed, in the Center of thy 

1 Soul, and divine Wiſdom and heavenly Love, 
= will grow up in Thee, if thou giveſt but true 

een to Go preſent i in thy Soul. On 
the other Hand, There is hidden 'alfo in the 
Depth of thy Nature, the Root, or  Pofibility 
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1 £ Pk all the helliſh Nature, Spirit and Tempers 

i 3 the fallen Angels. For Heaven and Hell 

WW: - have each of them their Foundation within us, 

10 . chey come not into us from w7thour, but 

i ſpring up in us, according as our i ll and 

Mt Bare is turned either to the Light of Gov, 

1 or the Kingdom of Darkneſs. But when 
Wo this Life, which is in the midſt of theſe two 
1 Eternities, is at an End, either an Angel, or = 
= a Devil will be found to have a Birth in us. 1 
4 | Thou needeſt not therefore run here, or 
._- ers, e ſaying, Where is Chriſt? Thou neede ft not 

.  foy, Who Jhall aſcend into Heaven, that is, to 

= bring down Chrift from above? or who ſhall 


deſcend into the Deep to bring up Chriſt from 
the Dead? for behold the Mord, which is 
tte Wiſdom of God, is in thy Heart, it is 
there as a Bruiſer of thy Serpent, as a Light 
unto thy Feet and Lanthorn unto-thy Paths. 
5 „„ 


— * 
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| 7 11 10 8 as an Holy Oil, to ſoften and over 
come the wrathful fiery Properties of thy Na- / 
ture,-and change them into the humble Meek» <A 
neſs of Light and Love. It is there as a 
ſpeaking Word of Gon in thy Soul; and as 
= foonas thou art ready to hear, chis eternal 
* ſpeaking Word will ſpeak Wiſdom and Love 
in thy inward. Parts, and bring forth the 
Birth ef CyR1sT, with all his Holy Nature, 
Spirit and Tempers, within Thee. Hence. it 
was, (that is, from this Principle of Heaven, 
or Cnkisr in the Soul) hence I ſay it was; 
hat ſo many eminent Spirits, Partakers of a 
ivine Life, have appeared in ſo many Parts 
of the Heathen World. Glorious Names, 
Sons of Wiſdom, that ſhone, as Lights hung 
out by Gop,. in the midſt of idolatrous.Dark= 
neſs. Theſe were the Apaſtles of a Cbriſi 
within, that were awakened and commiſſion- 
ed by the inward Bruiſer of the Serpent, to 
call Mankind from the blind Purſuits of Fleſh 
and Blood, to know themſelves, - the Digni- 
ty of their Nature, the Immortality: of their 
Souls, and the N eceſſity f Virtue to avoid 
eternal Shame and Miſery. Theſe. Apoſtles, 
though they had not the Lau, or written 
Goſpel to urge upon their Hearers, yet having 
turned to Gop, they found, and preached 
the ds that was written in their Hearts, 
WI Hence 


ww 
Hence one of them could fay this i Nine 0 
Truth, vis. that ſuch only are Priefts' and 
| Prophets, who have God in tbemſcluss. Hence 
af it is, that in the Chriſtian Church, there 
hath been in all Ages, amongſt the moſt illi. 
terate, both Men and Women, who have at- 
tained to a deep Underſtanding of the Myſte- 
ties of the Wiſdom and Love of Goh in 
in CukIsTC Irsus. And hat wonder? 
Since it is not Art er Seience; or Skilt in 
Grawitnar or Logic, but the Opening ef the 
Divine Life in the Soul, that can give true 
Underſtanding of the Things of (God. | "This 
| Life of God in the Soul, which far its ſmall 
neſs at firſt, and- Capacity for great Growth; 
is by our Loxp compared to a Grain of Muſe 
tard Seed, may be, and too generally is ſup- 
preſſed, and kept under, either by worldly 
©ares, or Pleaſures, by vain Learning, Sen- 
ſuality, or Ambition. And all this while 
whatever Church, or Profeſſion any Man is 
of, he is a mere Natural Man, wunregenerbtrs 
unenligbtenel by the Spirit of Gop, becauſe 
A tis Seed of Heaven is choak'd, and not ſuf- 
1 fered to grow up in him. | And therefore his 
1 Religion is no more from Heaven, than his 
Wo ne Brerding, his Cares have no more God. 
> neſs.in them, than his Pleaſures, his Love is 
1 worch n more than his * his Zeal fos 


WE. 
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this” or againſt 5 Form or Re gion, Has 
only the Nature of any other worldly Cons 
tention in it. And thiis it is, and muſt be 
with every mere natural Man, hate ver Ap⸗ 
pearances he may put on, he may, if he 
pleaſes, know himſelf to be the Slave, and 
Machine of his own corrupt Tertipers and In- -” 
clinations ; to be enlightned, inſpired, quick- 
ned and animate by Self. love , Self-e m, 
and Self: ſeeking, which is the Gully Life, an 
Spirit of the mere natural Nan, wherder he 
| be Heathen, Yew or Chriftian. = 5a 
On the other Hand, ' Wherecver 8 2 
of Heaven is ſuffered to take Root, 
Life and Breath in the Soul; ae it LA 
in Man, or Woman, young or old, there this _ 
new born inward Man, is juſtly faid to be M. 
Fired, enlightned and moved by the Spirit 'of 
Gop, becauſe his whole Bick and Lie is 4 
Birth from above, of the Light and Spirit of 
Gov, and therefore all that is in him, hach 
- Nature, Spirit and Tempers of H caven in 
As this regenerate Life grows up in any 
An ſo there grows up a true and real 2 | 
ledge of the whole Myſtery of Godlinels in 
| Hithſelf, | All that the Goſpel teaches. of Sin 
and Grace, of Life arid Death, of Heaven 
and Hell, of the New and Old Man, of the : 
Eight and Spirit of Gov, are Things 10 20. 
E 4 * 


Lo * 72 ) ” 
* Hearſey, but inwardly. known, felt and. 
experienced in the Growth of his own new. 
born Life. He has then anUn#ion from above, 
which teacheth him all Things, a Spirit that 5 
knoweth what it ought to pray for, a Spirit 
that prays without ceafing, that is riſen with 
| CyrasT from the dead, and has all its Con- 
verſation i in H eaven, a Spirit that hath Groans 
and Sighs that cannot be_uttered, that travail- 
eth and groaneth with the whole Creation, to 
be deliyered from Vanity, and have its glori- 
ous 1 in that Gaps from whom it came 
A, Thirdh, hs Fn of. Bac 5 
the Church, or Temple of Go p within Thee; 
the conſecrated Place of Divine Worſni P, 
where alone, thou canſt worſhip GOD in 
Spirit, and in Truth. In Spirit, becauſe thy 
Spirit 1 is that alone in Thee, which can unite, 
1 and. cleave unto Gon, and receive the Work- 
' ings of his Divine Spirit upon Thee. In Truth; 
1 a 75 this Adoration in Spirit, is that Truth 
= and Reality, of which all outward Forms and 
EXMrrRites though inſtituted by Gov, are only the 
Nngure for a Time, but this Warſhip is Eter- | 
„mal. Accuſtom thyſelf to the Holy Service 
0 Hf this inward Temple. In the midſt of it, 
is the Fountain of Living Water, of which 
thou mayſt drink, a or for ever. 0 T here 


and Aſcenſion of CHRIST, are not merely re, 


(nn) | 
the Myſteries ak Redemption are celebrats 
ed, or rather opened in Life and Power- 
There the Supper of the Lamb is kept; the. 
Bread that came down from Heaven, that giv- 
eth Life to the World, is thy true Nouriſn- 
ment : all is done, and known in real Expe- 
rience, in a living Senſibility of the Work'of 
Gop on the Soul. There the Birth, the Life; 
the Sufferings, the Death, che Reſurrection | 


membered, but inwardly found, and enjoyed 
as the real States of thy Soul, which has fol- 
| lowed CHRIST in the Regeneration. Wlen 
once thou art well grounded in this inwU 


Worſhip, thou wilt have learnt to live unts 


Gop above Time, and Place. For every Day 


will be Sunday to thee, and whereever thou 


goeſt, thou wilt have a Prief, a Church, and 
an Altar along with Thee. For when Gon 


has all that He ſhould have of thy Heart, 
vhen renouncing the Will, Judgment, Tem- 
pers and Inclinations of thy old Man, thou 
art wholly given up to the Obedience of the 
Light and Spirit of G op within Thee, to 


Will only in his Will, to Love only in his 5 


Love, to be iſe only in his Wiſdom; then 
it is, that every Thing thou doſt, is as a Song 
of e and be common. d of thy 


A 


and Spirit, the Wiſdom and I. 
and. Joy of Gop are within Thee, And thus 


Life it # conforining to God's Wil en Earn, 
as Angels do in Heaven, 
«i Pourthly, and Laftly, This Pearl of Eter- 


nity the Peace and Foy of Gop within Thee, 
but can only be found by the Manifeftation of 


the Life and Power of Jzsvs CuzisT in thy 


Soul. But Cxr1sT cannot be thy Power and MM 


thy Life, till in Obedience to his Call, thou 
denieft thyſelf, takeſt up thy daily Croſs, and 
Followeft Him in the Regeneration. This is 
peremptory, it admits of no Reſerve, or Eva- 
fion, it is the one Way to CRIST and Eter- 

nal Life. But be where thou wilt, either 
here, or at Rome, or Geneva, if Self is unde- 
nied, if thou liveſt to thine own Will, to the 
Pleaſures of thy natural Luſt and Appetites, 
Senſes and Paſſions; and in Conformity to the 
vain Cuſtoms, and Spirit of this World, thou 


art dead whilſt thou liveſt, the Seed of the 


Woman is crucified within Thee, CHRIST 
can profit thee Nothing, thou art a Stranger 
to all that is holy and heavenly within Thee; 
and utterly incapable of finding the Peace and 

Foy of Gop'in thy Soul. And thus thou art 

Peor,. and Blind, and Naked, and Empty, and 
kveſt a-miſerable Life in the Vanity of Time 
whilſt-all the Riches of Eternity, " Os Light 


it 


{ s 1 = 
1 w always: be Wich Thees thett is FR 
medy, go Where thou wilt, do: what thou 
wilt, al is hut up, there is no open Door dt 
Salvation, nb Awakening out of the Sleep of 
Bin, no- Deliverance from th Powet-of thy 
corrupt Nature, no Overcoming of the World; 
no Revelation of IxsusS CHNKI SH, no Joy of 
tbe New Birth from above; tilt dying to ta; 
Self and the World, thou türneſt to the Lighe; 
and Spirit, and Power of Go in thy Su 
All is fruitleſs, and inſignificant, all the Mean 
of thy Redemption are at a Stand, all bug. 
ward Forms are but a dead Formality, vill cis | 
Fountain of Living Water i found: kin 
Thel * 
But thou wil pertiaps y, How had Tait | 
cover tiiis Riches of Eternity, this Light; aud 
Sprit, and Wiſdom, and Peace of — 
ſured up within me? Thy ff Thought of 
Repentancs, or Dgſire of turning to — is 
_ thy e Diſcovery of this Light and Spirit of 
So within Thee. It is the Voice and Lan- 
guage of the mord of Gov within Thee 
though thou knoweſt ĩt not. It is the Bruiſer 
of thy Serpent's Head, thy deaf Tnmaniurh 
Vhs is beginning to preach'within Thee, tit 
ſiame which He firſt preached: in publick; fays 
ing, Nepent, fun the: Hguem of Heaven i. 75 
of 7 When therefore bim the fimalleſt 
Infting 


= ) 
Inflin or Deſire of thy Heart calleth Thee 
towards Gop, and a-newneſs of Life, give it 
Time and Leave to ſpeak ;. and take care thou 
refuſe not Him that ſpeaketh. For it is not 
an Angel from Heaven that ſpeaketh to Thee, 


but it/is the eternal-ſdeaking Word of Gon in 


thy Heart, that Word which at firſt created. 
Thee, is thus beginning to create Thee a ſe- 


cond' Time unto Righteouſneſs, that a new. 


Man may be formed again in Thee in the 
Image and Likeneſs of Go D. But above all. 
Things, beware of taking this Defire of Re- 
pentance, to be the Effect of thy own Natural 
Senſe and Reaſon, for in ſo doing thou looſeſt 
the Key of all the Heavenly Treaſure that ii 
in Thee, thou ſhutteſt the Door againſt: Gon, 
turneſt away from Him, and thy Repentance 
(if. thou haſt any) will be only a vain, un- 
profitable Work of thy own Hands, that will 

do Thee no more Good, than a Well that is 
without Water. But if thou takeſt this 4. 
wakened Defire of turning to Gov, to be, 28 
in Truth it is, the coming of CnRIST in thy 
Soul, the Working, Redeeming Power of the 
Light and Spirit of the Holy Jzsus within 
Thee, if thou doſt reverence and adhere: to it, 
as ſuch, this Faith, will ſave Thee, will. make 
Thee whole ; and by thus believing in CRRIST, 


—_ thou wert dead, 1 ſhalt thou Tx 
ow 


. 4211 
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"Now al aepttidells upon thy right Submiſ-. 
Bon and Obedience to this ſpeaking of 'Gop — 

in thy Soul- Stop therefore all Self- act 
liſten not to the Suggeſtions of thy own Res- 
fon, run not on in thy own Will, but be re- 
tired, ſilent, paſſive, and humbly attentive to, | 
this new riſen Light within Thee. Open thy 
Heart, thy Eyes, and Ears to all its: Impreſ- 
ſions. Let it enlighten, teach, frighten, tor- 
ment, judge, and condemn Thee, as it pleaſ- 
eth, turn not away from it, hear all it ſaith, 
ſeek for no Relief out of it, conſult not with 
Fleſh and Blood, but with a Heart full of 
Faith and Reſignation to Gop, pray only this 
Prayer, that Gop's Kingdom may come, and 
his Will be done in thy Soul. Stand faithj- 
fully i in this State of Preparation; thus given 
up to the Spirit of Gop, and then the Work 
of thy Repentance will be wrought in Gop, 
and thou wilt ſoon find, that He that is in 
| Thee, is much greater than all that are . 0 
Thee. 8 85 5 
But that thou mayeſt a0 all this the bens 
and be more firmly aſſured, that this Refigna- 
tion to, and Dependance u pon the working of 
Gop's Spirit within Thee, is right and found, 
I ſhall lay before Thee two great, and infalli- 
ble, and fundamental Truths, which will be 
as a Rock for thy Faitli to ſtand upon 
2 NTT 
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A Thar dhrough all the whole: 
ef Thiags, nathing can de, or by SC 
Res . hyt.658 ae of: God 
God: to Mankind. ram, de Fall of Ala 
to the Preaching of the Goſpel, were only Fil 
this ng End, to fit, prepare, and diſpoſe the 
Soul for the Qprretice of the Spirit of Gop 
upon it. Theſe two great Truths well and 
deeply apprehanded, put the Soul in its right 
State, in a continual Dependance upon Gop, 
in 2 Readineſa to receive all Good from Him, 
and will be a continual Source of Light in thy 
Mind: They will keep thee fafe from all Er- 
tors, and falſe Zeal in Things, and Forms of 
Religion, from a Sectarian Spirit, from Bigo- 
try, and Superſtition; they will teach Thee the 
true Difference between the Means and End 
of Religion, and the Regard thou ſheweſt to 
the: Shel}, will be only fo far, as the Kernel is 
to be found in it. 

Man by his Fall bad broke of from his 
tue Center, his proper Place in 'Gop, and 
therefore the Life, and Operation of Gop was 
no more in Him. He was fallen from a Life 
in Gov, into a Life of Self, into an animal 
Life of Self-love, Self-efteem, and Self-ſcek- 
ing in the poor periſhing Enjoyments of this 
Workd,: This Wan the Natural State of * | 

A "4 by 


ED which ſhould bruiſe the Head of the. 0 


cat #4 | 
by che Fall. He was an Apoſtate from Gon, 
and his natural Life was all Idolatry, where - 
Self was the great Idol, that was warthipped 
inſtead of Gop. , Ses her © the whale Trath 
in ſhort, All Sin, Death, Damnation, and 
Hell, is nothing elſe but this Ki of 
Self, or the various Operations of Self. love, 
Self- eſteem, and Self. ſeeking, which ſ 
the Soul from Gon, anf. fat! in Ses 
and Hell. | R 
5 On the other Hand, All that is Orgge, Res 5 
demption, Salvation, Sant! fication, Spiritual | 
Liſe, and the New Birth, is nothing: elſe but 
ſo much of the Life, and Operation of G 
found again in the Saul. It is Man come 
back again into his Center, or Place in Gon. 
from whence he had broke off. The Begin 
ning again of the Life of Gop in the Soul, 
was then firſt made, when, the Mercy of Gon 
| inſpoke into Adam a Seed of the Divine Life, 


A which had wrought itſelf into a human Na- ; 
| ture, Here the Kingdom of Gop was again 
within us, though only as a Seed, yet ſmall as 
it was, it was yet a Degree of the Divine 

Life, which if rightly cultivated, would over- 
come all the Evil that was in us, and make. 
of every fallen, Mans. a new ban Son of 
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2 1 "I Sacrifices, and 1 of the | 
antient Patriarchs, the Law of Moſes, with all 
its Types, and Rites, and Ceremonies, had 
this only End; they were the Methods of 
Divine Wiſdom for a Time, to keep the 
Hearts of Men from the Wandrings of Ido- 
latry, in a State of Holy Expeftation upon 
Gov, they were to keep the fit Seed of 
Life in a State of Growth, and make Way 
for the farther Operation of Gop upon the 
Soul; or, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, to be as a 
Schoolmaſter unto Chriſt. That is, till the 
Birth, the Death, the Reſurrection and Aſ- 
cenſion of CHRIST, ſhould conquer Death, 
and Hell, open a new Diſpenſation of Gon, 
and baptize Mankind afreſh with the Holy 
Ghoſt; and Fire of Heaven. Then, that is, 
on the Day of Pentecoſt, a new Diſpenſation 
of Gop came forth; which on God's Part, 

was the Operation of the Holy Spirit in Gifts 
and Graces upon the whole Church. And 
on Man's Part, it was the Adoration of 
Go in Spirit and in Truth, Thus all that 

was done by Gop, from the Bruiſer of the 
| Serpent given to Alam, to Curisr's fitting 
down on the right Hand of Gop, was all 
| for this End, to remove all that ſtood be- 
tween Gop and Man, and to make Way for 


the immediate, and continual Operation of 
Now Gop 


9 


N 


Go upon the Soul. 
| ed with the Holy Spirit, and born again from 
Above, ſhould abſolutely renounce Self, and 
| wholly give up his Soul to the Operation of 


ſhort is this: 


(R 
And that Man , baptiz- 


God's Spirit, to know, to love, to will, to 
pray, to worſhip, to preach, to exhort, to uſe 
all the Faculties of his Mind, and all the out- 
ward Things of this World, as enlightened, 


inſpired, moved and guided by the Holy 


Ghoſt. Who by this laſt Diſpenſation of 


Gob, was given to be a Comforter, a Teach- 


er, and Guide to the Church, who ſhould 5 


| abide with it for ever. 


This is Chriſtianity, a ſpiritual derber not 
becauſe it has no worldly Concerns, but be- 


cauſe all its Members, as ſuch, are born of 
the Spirit, kept alive, animated and governed 


by the Spirit of Go p. It is conſtantly called 


by our Lo kp the Kingdom of Go p, or Hea- 


ven, becauſe all its Miniſiry and Service, all 
that is done in it, is done in Obedience and 
Subjection to that Spirit, by which Angels 
live, and are governed in Heaven. Hence 


our bleſſed Lo x D taught his Diſciples to pray, 


that this Kingdom might come, that ſo Goy's 


Will might be done on Earth, as it is in Hea- 


ven, which could not be, but by that ſame 
Spirit, by which it is done in Heaven. The 


gr | Fall | 


T he Kingdom of Self, is the - 


<8 1 


Fall of Man, or the great Apoſtacy from the 
Life of Gop in the Soul, and every one 
whereever he be, that liveth unto Se,, is Rill 
under the Fall and-great Apoſtacy from Goo. 
The Kingdom of CHRIST, 1s the Spirit, 
and Power of Go p, dwelling, and manifeſting | 
itſelf in the Birth of a new inward Man: and 
no one is a Member of this Kingdom, but 
7 far as a true Birth of the Spirit is brought 
forth in him. Theſe two Kingdoms take in 
all Mankind, he that is not of one, is certain- 
ly in the other; Dying to one, is n to 
the other. 

Hence we may gather theſe: following 
Truths: : Fir, Here is ſhewn the true 
Ground and Reaſon of what was faid above, 
namely, That when the Call of Gop to Re- 
pentance firſt ariſeth in thy Soul, thou art to 
be retired, filent, paſſive, and ' humbly atten- 
tive to this new riſen Light within thee, by 

_ wholly ſtopping, or diſregarding the Work- 
ings of thy own Will, Reaſon and Judgment. 
| It is becauſe all theſe are falſe Counſellors, the 
{worn Servants, bribed Slaves of thy fallen 
Nature, they are all Born and Bred i in the 
Kingdom of Self; and therefore if a new 
Kingdom is to be ſet up in thee, if — 
ration of God is to have its Effect in thee, 
all theſe natural Powers of Self, are to be 
74 | bn” filenced 
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fenced and. fupprefled, till they have . 
Obedience and Subjection to the Spirit of 
| Gop. Now this is not requiring thee to be- 
come a Fool, or to give up thy Claim to Senſe 
and Reaſon, but is the ſhorteſt Way to have 
thy Senſe and Reaſon delivered from Folly, 
and thy whole rational Nature ſtrengthned, 
enlightned, and guided by chat Light. h . 
is Wiſdom itſelf. 
A Child that obediently Anis ble own Will 
and own Reaſon, to be guided by the Will 
and Reaſon of a truly wiſe and underſtanding 
Tutor, cannot be faid to make himſelf a 
Fool, and give up the Benefit of his rational 
Nature, but to have taken the ſhorteſt Way _ 
to have his own Will and Reaſon made and 
2 Bleffing to him. 
Sacecondſy, Hence is to be ſeen tis: true 
Ground and Neceſſity of that univerſal Mor- 
tification and Self-denial with regard to all 
our Senſes, Appetites, Tempers, Paſſions and 
Judgments. It is becauſe all our whole 
Nature, as fallen from the Life of Gov, is 
in a State of Contrariety to the Order and End 
of our Creation, a continual Source of diſor- 
derly Appetites, corrupt Tempers, and falſe - 
Judgments. And therefore every Motion of 
it is to be mortified, changed and puri 
from its natural State, before we can enter 
6 9 "2 "=... 


ra 
into tlie Kingdom of Go p. Thus when our 


: Lo RD faith, Except a Man hateth his Father 


and Mother, yea, and his own Life, he cannot i 


Be my Diſciple ; it is becauſe our beſt Tem- 


pers, are yet carnal, and full of the Imper fee- | 


lions of our fallen Nature. The Doctrine is 
er and good: not as if Father and Mother 


were to be hated; but that Love, which an 
unregenerate Perſon or natural Man, hath to- 
wards them, is to be hated; as being a blind 
Self- love, full of all the Weakneſsand Partiali ty, = 


with which fallen Man loves, honours, eſteems 


and cleaves to himſelf. This Love, born from 


corrupt Fleſh and Blood, and polluted with 
Self, is to be hated and parted with, that we 
may love them with a Love born of Go p, 
with ſuch a Love, and on ſuch a Motive, as 
Cur1sT hath loved us. And then the Dif- 


ciple of CHRIS far exceeds all others in the | 


Love of Parents. Again, Our own Life i is to 
be hated; and the Reaſon is plain, it is becauſe = 
there is nothing lovely in it. It is a Legion 
of Evil, a monſtrous Birth of the See, 


the World, and the Fleſh, it is an Apoflacy 
from the Life and Power of God in the Soul; 

A Liſe that is Death to Heaven, that is pure 
unmixed 1do/atry, that lives wholly to Self; 
and not to Gop, and therefore al this own 
' Life is to be abſolutely hated, all this Self is 


to 


A) | 
= be denied and mortified, if the Nature, Spi- 
nit, Tempers and Inclinations of CATS 
are to be brought to Life in us. For it is as 
impoſſible to live to both theſe Lives at once, 
as for a Body to move two contrary Ways at 
the ſame Time. And therefore all theſe Mor- 
tifications and Self-denials have an Nee 
Neceſſity in the Nature of the Thing itſelf, 
Thus when our Lo R D further faith, Unleſs : 


- a Man forſake all that he hath he cannot be my, 


Diſciple. The Reaſon is plain, and the Ne- 
cCeſſity abſolute; It is becauſe a/! that the na- 
tural Man hath, is in the Poſſeſſion of Self- 
love, and therefore this Poſſeſſion is to be abſo- 
lutely forſaken, and parted with. All that 


hoe hath, is to be put into other Hands, to be 


given to divine Love, or this natural Man 
cannot be changed into a Diſciple of CuRIsr. 
For ſelf- love in al} that it hath, is earthly, 


ſenſual and deviliſh, and therefore muſt have 
all taken away from it; and then to the natu- 


ral Man all is loſt, he hath nothing left, all 


is laid down at the Feet of Jesus. And 
then all Things are common, as ſoon as Self- 
love has loſt the Poſſeſſion of them. And 
then the Diſciple of CHRIS, though having. 
nothing, yet poſſeſſetbh all Ti unge, all that the 
natural Man hath forſaken, is reſtored to the 
Diſciple of CHRIST an bundred-fold. For 
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| _ of mw firſt * Church at Jn alem, 


(86) 
Elf love; the greateſt of all Thjeves, being now 
caſt out, and all that he had ſtolen and hids 
den, thus taken from him, and put itito the 


Hands of divine Love, every Mite becometh 
a large Treaſure, and Mammon openeth the 


Poor into everlaſting Habitations. This was 


the Spirit of the f Draught of a Chriſtian 
Church at Jeruſalem, a Church made truly 


after the Pattern of Heaven, where the Love 


that reigns in Heaven reigned in it, where di- 


vine Love broke down all the ſelfiſh. Fences, 


the Locks and Bolts of me, mine, my own, &c. 


and laid all Things common to the Members 


of this new Kingdom of Gop on Earth. _ 

Now though many Years did not paſs after 
the Age of the Apoſtles, before Satan, and 
Self got footing in the Church, and ſet up 
Merchandize in the Houſe of Goo ; yet this 


one Heart, and one Spirit, which then firſt 


appeared in the Feruſalem Church, is that 
one Heart and Spirit of divine Love, to which 


all are called, that would be true Diſciples of 


CRHRIST. And though the Practice of it is 


loſt as to the Church in general, yet it ought 


not to have been loſt; and therefore every 
Chriſtian ought to make it his great Care, 
and Prayer, to have it reſtored in himſelf. And 
then, though born in the Dregs of Time, or 
living in Babylon, he will be as truly a Mem- 


as 


« 67 * 
As 7 he had lived in it, in the Days of the 
Apoſtles. This Spirit of Love, born of that 
celeſtial Fire, with which CHRIST baptizes 
his true Diſciples, is alone that Spirit, which 
can enter into Heaven, and therefore is that 
Spirit which is to be born in us, whilſt we 
are on Earth. For no one can enter into 
Heaven, till he is made heavenly, till the Spi- 
rit of Heaven is entered into him. And 
therefore all that dur LEoRD hath id of 
denying and dying to Self, and of his parting. 
with all that he hath; are Practices abſolu Ty. 
neceſſary from the Nature of the Thing: 
| Becauſe all turning to Self, is ſo Ker turn- 
ing from Go p, and fo much as We have of 
Self. love, ſo much we have of a halts; 
earthly Weight, that muſt be taken off, or _ 
there can be no Aſcenſion/into' Heaven. But 
thou wilt perhaps ſay, if all Self love is to be 
renounced, then all Love of our Neighbour 
is renounced along with it, becauſe the Com- 
mandment is, only fo Love ou. Net ghbotr as 
\ourſelves, | The Anſwer here is eaſy, and yet 
no Quarter given to Self- love. There is but 
ne only Love in Heaven, and yet the Angels 
Gor love one another in the ſame Mam 
V, as they love themſelves, © The Matter is 
this: The one ſupreme, unchangeable Rule 
0 Love, which is a La 60 al 1 | 
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' Beings of all Worlds, and will be a Law to 
all Eternity, is this, viz. That God aloe rs 
to be loved for Himſelf, and all other Beings 
only | in Him, and for Him. Whatever intel- 
ligent Creature lives not under this Rule of 
Love, is ſo far Fallen from the Order of his | 
Creation, and is, till He returns to this eter- 
nal Law of Love, an Apoſtate from G o D, 
and incapable of the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Nov if God alone is to be loved for Him- 
2 If, then no Creature is to be loved for 11. 
e,; and fo all Self-love i in every u * 
abſolutely condemned. 

And if all created Beings are old 8 to be 
loved i in and for Go p, then my Neighbour 
is to be loved, as I love myſelf, and I. am 
only to love myſelf, as I love my Neighbour, 
or any other created Being, that is, only in 
and for Gov. And thus the Command of 
loving our Neighbour as ourſelves, ſtands firm, 
and yet all Self-love is plucked up by the 
Roots. But what is loving any Creature, on- 
ly in, and for Gop? It is when we love it 
only, as it is Go p's Work, Image : and Delight, 
when we love it merely as it is Go p's, and 
belongs to Him, this is loving it in Go p, and 
when all that we wiſh, intend, or do to it, it 
done from a Love of Gov, for the Honor 
of Gov, and in Conformity to the Will 7 
Gov, this is loving it for Gop. This is * 


: 4 89 } 
Lo and muſt be the Spirit of al 


| Creatures, that live united to Gov. Now 
this is no ſpeculative Refinement or fine-ſpun 


Fiction of the Brain, but the ſimple Truth, a 


firſt Law of Nature, and a neceſſary Band of 
Union between Go p and the Creature. The 
Creature is not in Go p, is a Stranger to Him, 

has loſt the Life of Go in itſelf, whenever 
its Love does not thus begin and end i in God. 
The Loſs of this Love, was the Fall of 
Man, as it opened in him a Kingdom of Self, 

in which Satan, the World, and the Fleſh, 
could all of them bring forth their o.] n 
Works. If therefore Man is to riſe from his 
Fall, and return to his Life in Gov, there is 
an abſolute Neceſſity that Se/f, with all his 
Brood of groſs Affections, be depoſed, that his 
firſt Love, in and for which he was created, 
may be born again in him. CHRIS＋TH came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil. Now Self is not only 
the Seat and Habitation, but the very Life of 


Sin. The Works of the Devil are all wrought 


in Seff, it is his peculiar Workhouſe, and there- 
fore CHR IS T is not come as a Saviour from 
Sin, as a Deſtroyer of the Works of the De- 
vil in any of us, but fo far as Self is beaten 
down, and overcome in us. If it is literally 
true, what our Lord faid, That his FAO 
was 


yo 
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fame Certainty, tht no one is 4 Member o 


this Kingdom, but he that in the Iiteral Senſe 
6f the Words, renounces the Spirit of this 


World. Chriſtians hight as well part with 
half the Articles of theit Creed; or but half 
believe them, as to really refuſe; or but by 
halves enter into theſe Self. denials. e 
For all that is in the Cheed, is only to bring 
forth this Dying and Death to all, and every 
Part of the old Man, that the Life and Spirit | 
of Carr may be formed in us. 
Our Redemption i is this new Birth; if this 
is not done, or doing in us, we are ſtill unre- 
deemed. And though the Saviour of the 


World i is come; He i is not come in us, He is 
not received by us, is a Stranger to us, is not 
| ours, if his Life is not within us. His Life 


is not, cannot be within us, but ſo far as the 


Spirit of the World, Self-love, Self- eſteem, 
and Selt-ſeeking are renvunced, and driven ; 


out of us. 
Thirdly, Hence we may alſo learn * true 


Nature and Worth of all Self-denials and 
Mertifications. As to their Nature, confider- 
ed in themſelves, they have nothing of Good- 
neſs or Holineſs, nor are any real Parts of our 
Sandtification, they are not the true Food or 


Nouriſhment of the divine Life 1 in our Souls, 


they 


they have no Qujchning, Santi hug Power i in 
them, their only Worth conſiſts in this, that 


they remove the Impediments of Holineſs, 


break down that which ſtands between Gop 


and us, and make Way for the Quickning, 
San#ifying Spirit of Gop to operate on our 


Souls. Which Operation of God is the one 
only Thing that can raiſe the divine Life in 


the Soul, or help it to the ſmalleſt Degree of 
real Holineſs, or ſpiritual Life, As in our 
Creation, we had only that Degree of a di- 


vine Life, which the Power of Gop derived 


into us; as then all that we had, and were, 


was the ſole Operation of Go in the Crea- 
tion of us, ſo in our Redemption, or regain- 


ng that firſt Perfection, which we have loſt, 
all miſt be again the Operation of God, 


every Degree of the divine Life reſtored in 
us, be it ever ſo ſmall, muſt and can be no- 
thing elſe but ſo much of the Life and Ope- 
ration of Gov found again in the Soul. All 
the Activity of Man in the Works of Self. 


denial, has no Good in itſelf, but is only to 


open an Entrance, for the one only Good, the 
Light of Gov, to operate upon us. 
Hence alſo we may learn the Reafon, why 


2 many People not only loſe the Benefit, but 


are even the worſe for all their Mortifications. 


It is becauſe they miſtake the whole Nature 


and 


/ 
- 


1 


and Worth of them. They ptactice chend 
for their own Sakes, as Things good in them- 
ſelves, they think them to be rea Parts of 
Holineſs, and fo reft in them, and look no 
farther, but grow full of Self- eſteem, and 
Self- admiration far their own Progreſs in them, 
This makes them Self-ſufficient, Moroſe, ſe- 
vere Judges of all thoſe that fall ſhort of their 
Mortifications. 
And thus their Self-denzals do only that for 
them, which Tidulgences do for other People, 
they witliſtand and hinder the Operation of 
Gop upon their Souls, and inſtead of being 
really Self- denials, they ſtrengthen and keep up 
the Kingdom of -Seff. ;; : 
There is no avoiding this fatal Error, but 
by deeply entering into this great Truth, that. 
all our own Activity and Working, has no 
Good in it, can do no Good to us, but as it 
leads and turns us in the beſt Manner to the 
Light and Spirit of Go o, which alone brings 
Life and Salvation into the Soul. Szretch 
forth thy Hand, ſaid our Lok» to the Man, 
that had a withered Hand; he did fo, and it 5 
was immediately made ich as the other, 
Now had this Man any Ground for Pride, 
or a high Opinion of himſelf, for the Share. 
he had in the Reſtoring of his Hand? Yet 
juſt ſuch i is our Share | in the Raiſing up of the 
pane 


e e 
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Spiritual Life within us. All i! we can do 
by our own Activity, is only like this Man's 


1 | ſtretching out his Hand; the reſt is the 
Work of CRRIS r, the bay Giver of Life 


to the withered Hand, or the dead Soul. We 
can only then do living Works, when we are 
ſo far born again, as to be able to fay.with 
the Apoſtle, Jet not J, but Chrift that hiveth 
in me. But to return, and further ſhew how 


the Soul that feels the Call of Gop to Repent- 


ance, is to behave under it, that this ſtirring 


of the divine Power in the Soul, may have 


its full Effect, and bring forth the Birth of 
the new Man in CHRIST Jzsv s. We are 
to- conſider it, (as in Truth it is) as the Seed 
of the divine Nature within us, that can only 
grow by its 01072 Strength, and Union: with 


Gop. It is a divine Life, and therefore can 
grow from nothing but divine Power. When 


the Virgin Mary conceived the Birth of the 


holy Jesvus, all that ſhe did towards it her- 


ſelf, was only this ſingle Act of Faith and 


Reſignation to God ; Behold the Handmaid of 
the Lord, be it unto me according to thy Mord. 
This is all that we can do towards the Con- 

ception of that new Man that is to be born 
in ourſelves. Now this Truth is cafily con- 


ſented to, and a Man thinks he believes it, 


| becauſe he conſents to it, or rather, does not 


deny 
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deny it. But this is not enough, it is to be 


apprehended 1 in a deep, full, and practical Af 
ſurance, in ſuch a Manner as a Man knows 


and believes that he did not create the Sarg 
or cauſe Life to riſe up in himſelf. And 25 
it is a Belief, that puts the Soul into a right 


State, that makes room for the Operation of 
Gon upon it. His Light then enters with 


full Power into the Soul, and his holy Spirit 
moves and directs all that is done in it, and 
fo Man lives again in Gov as a new Crea- 
ture. For this Truth thus firmly believed, 


will have theſe two moſt excellent Effects: 


Firſt, It will keep the Soul fixed, and con- 
tinually turned towards God, in Faith, Pray- 
er, Deſire, Confidence, and Reſignation to 


Him, for all that it wants to have done in 


it, and to it; which will be a continual Source 


of all divine Virtues and Graces. The Soul 
thus tur ned to Gov, muſt be always receiv- 


ing from Him. It ftands at the true Door 
of all divine Communications, and the Light 


of Gov as freely enters into it, as the Light 
of the Sun enters into the Air. Secondly, It 
will fix and ground the Soul in a true and 
laſting Self-denial. For by thus knowing, 
and owning our own Nothingneſs and Inabili- 


ty, that we have no other Capacity for Good, 


but that of — it from Go » alone, 


"i 


ſome good Degree, the All of Go, 
Nothingneſs of ourſelves, we have gota Truth, 


A — 
i 
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2 Self is wholly 1 its Kingdom is deſtroy- 5 
ed; no room is left for ſpiritual Pride and 


Self-c eſteem; 3, We are faved from a Pharifaical | 
Holineſs, from wrong Opinions of our own 


Works and good Deeds, and from a Multi- 
tude of Errors, the moſt. dangerous to our 


Souls, all which ariſe from the Samerhi 7g that 
we take ourſelves to be either i in Nature or 
Grace. . But when we once apprehend but i in 


whoſe Uſefulneſs and Benefit, no Words can 


expreſs. It brings a Kind of Infallibility into 


the Soul, in which it dwells; all that is vain 
and falſe, and deceitful, is forced to vaniſh and 
fly before it, When our Religion is founded 
on this Rock, it has the Firmneſs of a Rock, 


and its Height reaches unto Heaven. The 


World, the Fleſh and the Devil can do no 
hurt to it; all Enemies are known, and all 
diſarmed by this great Truth, dwelling i in our 


Souls. It is the Knowledge of the A of 


Gov, that makes Cherubims, and Seraphims 
to be Flames of divine Love. For where this 
All. of God 1s truly known, and felt 1 in any 


: Creature, there its whole Breath: and Spirit 


is a Fire of Love, nothing but a pure, diſin- 
dereſted Love can riſe up in it, or come. from | 
it, a Love that begins and ends in Gop. Apd 

where | 


YA 
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where this Love is born in any Creature, chere 
a Seraphick Life is born along with it. For 
this pure Love. introduces the Creature into 
the All of Gov, all that is in Gow, is open- 
ed in the Creature, it is united with 81 
and hath the Life of Go p manifeſted in it. 

There is but one Salvation for all Mankind, 
and that is the Life of Gop in the Soul. 
God has but one Defign or Intent towards all 
Mankind, and that is to introduce or generate 
his own Life, Light, and Spirit in them, that 
all may be as ſo many Images, Temples, and 
Habitations of the Holy Trinity. This is 
Gov's good Will to all Chriſtians, Fews, and 


- Heathens. They are all 2qually the Deſire of 


his Heart, his Light continually waits for an 
Entrance into all of them, his Viſdom crieth, 

ſhe putteth forth her Voice, not here, or there, 
but every where, in all the Streets of all the 
Parts of the World. 

Now there is but one poſſible Way oe Man 
to attain this Salvation, or Life of Go p in the 
Soul. There is not one for the Few, another 
for a Chriſtian, and a Third for the Heathen. 

No; Gov is one, human Nature i is one, Sal- 
vation is one, and the Way to it is one; and 
that is, the Defire of the Soul turned to God. 
When this Defre is alive and breaks forth in 


any Creature under Heaven, then the bf 
9 


- 
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Sberp! is found, and the Shepherd hath it u pon 
his Shoulders. Through this Deſire the Poor 
prodigal Son leaveth his Hiſes and Stine, and 
haſteth to his Father, tis becauſe of his De- 
fre, that the Father ſeeth the Son, while yet 
afar off, that he runs out to meet him, fall- 
eth on his Neck, and kiſſeth him. See here 
how plainly we are taught, that no ſooner is 


: | this Defire ariſen, and in Motion towards 


God, but the Operation of Go p's Spirit an- 
ſwers to it, cheriſhes and welcomes its | fir/ 
Beginnings, ſignified by the Father's ſeeing, 
and having Compaſſion on his Son, whilſt yet 
afar of, that is, in the firſt Beginnings of his 
Deſire. Thus does his Defire do all, it brings 
the Soul to Gop, and Gop into the Soul, ” 
unites with Go p, it co-operates with Go p, 
and is one Life with Gop. Suppoſe this De- 
fire not to be alive, not in Motion either in a 
Few, ora Chriſtian, and then all the Sacrifices, 
the Service, the Worſhip either of the Law 
or the Goſpel, are but dead Works, that bring 
70 Life into the Soul, nor beget any Union 
between Gov and it. Suppoſe this Deſire to 
be awakened, and fixed upon Goo, though 
in Souls that never heard either of the Law 
or Goſpel, and then the divine Life, or Ope- 
ration of Go p enters into them, and the 
new Birth in CnrIsT is formed in thoſe, 
| G that 


8 
* 


| chat never heard of his Name. And this 
from the Weſt, Hoe fe dum with Abraham, 


47 Love and Mercy to Mankind, that Hea- 
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Power of the Bruiſer of the Serpent, born in 


- — — . — 
r adage 4rr\ io r 


redeemeth every Soul that followeth thy 


Trinity, immenſe Ocean of divine Love, in 
which all Mankind live, and move, and have 
their Being! None are ſeparated from Thee, 


takers of thy divine Life, the Operation of 
thy holy Spirit, as ſoon as their Heart is turn- 
ed to Thee! Oh plain, and eaſy, and ſimple 


Art or Science, no borrowed Learning, no Re 
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Tg to Taac in the Kingdom of God. 
Oh my Gon, juſt and good, How great 1 


ven is thus every where open, and CHRIST 
thus the common Saviour to all that turn the 
Deſire of their Hearts to Thee! Oh ſweet 


every Son of Man, that ſtirs and works in 
every Man, and gives every Man a Power, 
and Deſire, to find his Happineſs in Go 
O holy J x sus, heavenly Light, that lighteth 

every Man that cometh into the World, that 


Light, which is always within Him O holy 


none live out of thy Love, but all are embrac- 
ed in the Arms of thy Mercy, all are Par- 


Way of Salvation, wanting no Subtleties of 


finements of Reaſon, but all done by the 5 
ſimple natural Motion of every Heart, that 
_ truly 
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truly longs as Gop. For no ſooner is: tho | 

finite Deſire of the Creature in Motion towards 
God, but the infinite Deſire of Gop is united 
with it, co-operates with it. And in this 
the Salvation, and Life of the Soul brought 
forth. For the Soul is ſhut out of -Gop, and 
impriſoned in its own dark Workings of Fleſh 
ies to live to the Vanity of this World. This 
Ddhfre is its Darkneſs, its Death, its Impri- 
ſonment, and Separation from Go. 
When therefore the fr/# Spark of a Deſire 
after Gon ariſes in thy Soul, cheriſh it with 


all thy Care, give all thy Heart into it, it is 


nothing leſs than a Touch of the divine Load. 
one, that is to draw Thee out of the Vanity 
of Time, into the Riches of Eternity. Get 
up therefore and follow it as gladly, as the 
Wiſe-men of the Eaſt followed the Star from 
Heaven that appeared to them. It will do 
for Thee, as the Star did for them, it will 
lead Thee to the Birth of Jesvs,. not in a 
Stable at Bethlehem in Fudea, but to the Birth 
of Jesvus in the dark Center of thy own 
fallen Soul. 
I ſhall conclude this ff Part, with the 
Words of the heavenly Lluminated, and bleſſed 
| Jacob Bebmen. | 

It 


98 Ir is much to 1. nt; chat wel and 
ſo blindly led, and the Truth withheld from 
© us through imaginary Conceptions ; for if 
'© the divine Power in the inward Ground c | 4 
the Soul, was manifeſt,” and working wih 
its Luſtre in us, then is the whole tri-ung 
© Gop preſent in the Life and Mill of the 
Soul; and the Heaven, wherein Gop dwe "1 I 
< eth, is opened in the Soul, and There, in 
© the Soul, is the Place, where the Father 
© begetteth his Son, and where the 4a 
8 Poſt proceedeth from the F ather _ ny 
© SON. - »+Y 
© CnurIsT faith, Fa am the Light * 7 ” | 
© World, he that followeth me, walketh nut in. 
* Darkneſs, He directs us only to Himſel „ 1 
* He is the Morning Star, and is generate, 
and riſeth in us, and ſhineth in the darks. 
© neſs of our Nature. O how great a Tris. 
* umph 1 is there in the Soul, when He riet 
in it, then a Man knows, as he never 


c 1 as before, that he is a Stranger ir in a fo 81 
5 * reign Land. e en _ 
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